
 
 

CHANGES TO THE CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES

1. Effective date. Changes to the Child Support Guidelines are effective for all cases 
pending or filed after January 1, 2026. 

2. Schedule of Basic Support Obligations updated.

A. The guidelines will continue to use the income shares model.

B.
model based on economic data from the latest Betson-Rothbarth study and 
methodology (BR5). There have been no new or updated economic studies reflecting 
current costs on raising children since the last guideline review completed in 2020. 

C. The Schedule of Basic Support Obligations continues to be based on the BR5 
economic data, but the schedule was updated to account for economic changes since 
2020. Price levels have increased by about 21% since August 2020 due to inflation. 
While inflation was approximately 21%, support does not increase at that same rate 
due to partially offsetting increases in income.

D. Increases in basic support obligation amounts were capped as part of the 2020 
guideline review. At that time, the guideline review committee recommended, and 
the Court accepted, a cap on increases of no more than 9.5% for one, two, and three 
children, and 9.7% for four and five children. The reason for the cap was that Iowa 
was the earliest adopter of the BR5 study, which had utilized slightly different 
methodology in the way that certain expenses were accounted and which resulted in 
significantly higher support amounts, particularly at higher income levels. The cap 
on increases was adopted as a conservative approach to mitigate any potential issues 
with those factors and to smooth the transition from reliance on the earlier BR3 study 
to the newest BR5 study. The previously utilized caps on increases were not utilized 
in the 2025 review because the BR5 study is no longer new and there is no remaining 
economic or strong policy basis to maintain a cap rather than fully base the schedule 
on the BR5 economic data.

E. With adjustments based on price levels and by utilizing the BR5 data without any 
caps, the average change to scheduled basic support amounts is 7.6% for one child; 
10.5% for two children; and 11.6% for three children. 

F. The Schedule of Basic Support Obligations has further been extended from a 
maximum of $25,000 per month of total combined family income to $30,000 per 
month. Combined income of $30,000 per month is the maximum level supported by 
extrapolation from the economic data.  



 
 

3. Low-Income Adjustment.

A. -income adjustment areas (Area A and the shaded portion of Area B) 
fulfills federal requirements for considering subsistence needs of noncustodial 
parents and acknowledge that full payment of the child support obligations may 
suffer when the sup

two or more children. 

B. Currently, the low income portion of the schedule utilizes the 2020 full-time after-tax
minimum wage as the point at which incomes transition from Area A to Area B of 
the schedule. 

C. While the Iowa minimum wage has not changed since the 2021 guidelines review, 
the tax liability in this income range has decreased, resulting in a higher estimated 
after-tax income in 2024 ($1,154). However, the federal poverty level is now $1,255 
per month, which is higher than the 2024 after-tax minimum wage of $1,154 per 
month.

D. Because the low-income adjustment is intended to help low-income payors meet 
their own subsistence needs while providing support for their children, and the after-
tax minimum wage in 2024 falls below the federal poverty level, it no longer appears 
that using after-tax minimum wage meets both objectives. Therefore, the low income 
Area A of the Schedule of Basic Support Obligations was adjusted by instead using 
the 2024 federal poverty level as the transition point between Areas A and B of the 
Schedule of Basic Support Obligations.

E. The scheduled basic support amounts in Area A were also interpolated (i.e. spreading 
the support values evenly to blend the obligations from the lowest support amount to 
the highest support amounts to be ordered in Area A).

F. The overall effect of the changes to the low-income adjustment areas is that some 
support amounts in this area modestly increased while others modestly decreased. 

4. Medical Support Table updated. The medical support table in rule 9.26 was updated to 
be consistent with the shaded areas in the Schedule of Basic Support Obligations. 
Additionally, adjustments in the low income shaded area of the Medical Support Table 
are needed. The changes to the Medical Support Table are as follows:

A. The preliminary net income in Area A of the Medical Support Table is changed 
from 1-1100 to 0-1250.

B. The shaded area in Area B is changed to conform to the new shaded area in the 
Schedule of Basic Support Obligations.

C. The percentages applicable to each income range in the shaded portion of Area B 
is adjusted to avoid an applicable percentage of 5%, except where the incomes 
approach the top of the shaded area.



 
 

D. One-half percentage adjustments are added to the Medical Support Table to 
smooth out transitions from one income bracket to the next as income increases. 

5. Child Care Expense Add-On. The deduction of child care expenses from the income of  
the custodial parent and the child care variance are each eliminated. Rule 9.11A is 
amended to create a child care add-on, which is the exclusive way child care expenses are 
now considered under the guidelines.  

A. Child care expenses are one of the largest expenses parents often face. However, 
the support amounts derived from the Schedule of Basic Support Obligations do 
not account for child care expenses. While the data in the economic studies on the 
cost of raising a child includes child care expenses, those child care expenses are 
intentionally removed from the data when creating the Schedule of Basic Support 
Obligations because not all children are in child care, and the child care which 
some children receive may not have a cost, such as when family provides for the 
child care or when the child care is paid through government programs. If child 
care expenses were not removed from the data, the result would be that all parents 
pay child support on an assumption that all children are in child care.  

B. Prior to this review, Iowa allowed a deduction for child care expenses from the 

combined income of the parties, which in turn reduces the Basic Support 

total family income is reduced because of the deduction of child care expenses, 
ever, the 

increase in child support is small in comparison to the amount of the child care 
expense being paid by the custodial parent. Therefore, the deduction of child care 
expenses leaves the custodial parent with a disproportionate share of the child 
care expenses, even though the child support being received by the custodial 
parent does not in any way account for child care expenses. 

C. The guideline committee recognized that the deduction of child care expenses 
from income alone does not fairly address the burdens of child care expenses. 
Beginning in 2012, the guidelines were amended multiple times to allow for and 
encourage variances from the guideline amount of support to account for child 
care expenses. Following the 2012 review, the variance rule was amended to state 

expenses. Following the 2016 review, a stand-alone new rule (Rule 9.11A) was 
added to allow for a child care variance. Following the 2020 review, the child care 
variance (Rule 9.11A) was amended to further emphasize that child care expenses 
are not included in the economic data on which the Schedule of Basic Support 
Obligations is based and to provide a more specific method for ordering a child 
care variance. 

D. Despite the attempts to fairly address child care expenses through the child care 
variance rule, the guideline committee found that the variance rule has remained 



 
 

greatly underutilized, which has the effect of leaving custodial parents with the 
vast majority of responsibility for child care expenses even though there is no 
recognition of child care expenses in the data on which support is based. As 
shown in the CSS 2024 Guideline Deviation Comparisons Report, in the four 
years between June 1, 2020 and May 31, 2024, only 46 cases were identified that 
had deviations for child care expenses, and only 12 cases had child care 
deviations that followed the requirements of rule 9.11A. The committee 
recognized that child care variances were more likely to be ordered in non-CSS 
cases, but it remains clear and obvious that an extremely small number of child 
care variances were requested and granted even though child care is an extremely 
common expense. 

E. Since neither the deduction of child care expenses from income nor the child care 
variance have been effective in addressing a fair allocation of responsibility for 
child care expenses, the committee considered other options for addressing those 
expenses. The committee learned that Iowa is one of very few states which does 
not address child care expenses either through a separate provision in a support 
order or through a child care add-on. Some states allocate child care expenses 
between the parents proportionally based on their respective share of the total 
family income, much as Iowa does when ordering uncovered medical expenses. 
There are advantages to this approach, including that the responsibility is reflected 
as a percentage of child care costs, so that obligation automatically adjusts as 
child care expenses change and the obligation automatically terminates when 
child care ends. However, the rule related to uncovered medical expenses has a 
statutory basis, which does not exist for child care expenses. As such, it is not a 
viable option due to the lack of statutory authority. Instead, the committee 
recommended and the Court ordered that child care expenses be addressed 
through a child care add-on, which replaces the deduction from the custodial 
paren
9.11A.

F. Calculation of child care add-on under Rule 9.11A.

1. Determine the total amount of child care expense. See Rule 9.11A(1).

a.
expenses the custodial parent pays for the child(ren) in the pending 
matter, excluding any third party reimbursements and reduced by 
estimated state and federal child care tax credits, that are 
reasonably necessary to enable the parent to be employed, attend 
education or training activities, or conduct a job search. 

b. State and federal child care credits for the children in the pending 
matter will be estimated at 25% of the actual child care expenses 
incurred by the custodial parent, up to the maximum expense 
limitation under federal law. 



 
 

c. Because child care tax credits are inapplicable or nominal for low-
income taxpayers, no estimated child care tax credits will be 
deducted for a custodial parent who has gross monthly income less 
than the following amounts: $3,750 for one child; $4,550 for two
children; $5,000 for three children; $5,500 for four children; 
$6,250 for five children; and $6,900 for six or more children. 

2. Two calculations required when determining the amount of the add-on.
The obligation for a child care add-
obligation for child support, cash medical support, health insurance 
premiums, and the child care add-
disposable income. In order to implement the 50% cap, two calculations 
are required. The child care add-on is the lesser of the following two 
calculations. See Rule 9.11A(3). 

a.

adjusted net monthly income less the amount of child support to be 
paid by the noncustodial in the pending matter.

b.
then subtract the guideline amount of child support and any cash 
medical support to be paid in the pending matter as well as the full 
amount of health insurance premiums actually paid by the 
noncustodial parent or that are expected to be paid by the 
noncustodial parent in the pending matter. Health insurance 
provided by a stepparent is not considered in this calculation. 

deductions in rule 9.5(2)(a) through (c). 

G. Order provisions.

1. Any order containing a child care add-on must specify the amount of the 
basic support obligation before the child care add-on, the amount of the 
child care add-on, the combined amount of the basic support obligation 
and the child care add-on, and the specific periodic payment date when the 
child care add-on will end. See Rule 9.11A(4)(a).

2. When the child care add-on ends, support will automatically adjust to the 
amount of the basic support obligation without any child care add-on. If 
the order does not specify otherwise, the adjustment will be effective on 
the first date that the next periodic support payment becomes due after the 

th birthday. See Rule 9.11A(4)(b).

H. Substantial change in circumstances. A change in the amount of child care
expenses incurred by the custodial parent is a factor to be considered in 



 
 

determining whether a substantial change in circumstances exists to modify a 
support order that includes a child care add-on. See Rule 9.11A(5).

I. Termination at age 13. Unless the support order says otherwise, the child care 
add- th birthday. See Rule 
9.11A(4)(a). 

J. Exceptions when Rule 9.11A does not apply.

a. When parties otherwise agree. Pursuant to the agreement of the parties, the 
noncustodial parent is ordered to make direct payments to the child care 
provider or to directly reimburse the custodial parent for the costs of child 
care, or the parties have otherwise expressly agreed on the payment of 
child care expenses. See Rule 9.11A(6)(a). Note that this provision allows 
the parties to agree to handle child care expenses however they wish so 
long as they expressly agree, and does not require that the agreement 
reached provides for allocation of costs comparable to the child care add-
on calculated under Rule 9.11A.

b. Lack of information provided. The custodial parent fails to provide the 
necessary information to determine the amount of child care expenses. See 
Rule 9.11A(6)(b). Unlike the child support amount, the Court does not 
have an obligation to order a child care variance if the custodial parent 
does not provide the information necessary to calculate the add-on.

c. Joint physical care cases. The child care add-on does not apply when the 
parties are awarded joint physical care. The reason for the exclusion is that 
child care expenses in joint physical care cases are to be allocated under 

ayment of the 

is an obligation in addition to the child support amount calculated pursuant 

d. Low income
an income range which correlates with the shaded area of the schedule in 
Rule 9.26 (i.e. the low income adjustment range shown in Area A and the 
shaded part of Area B in the Schedule of Basic Support Obligations). See 
Rule 9.11A(6)(d). 

6. Uncovered medical expenses in caretaker cases. The Committee reviewed a request 
from CSS to amend rule 9.12(5) regarding the allocation of uncovered medical cases. 
CSS has a significant number of cases where support is only being ordered against one 
parent to pay a nonparent caretaker, which will sometimes result in a separate order for 
each parent to pay the nonparent caretaker. Because the other parent may not be involved 
in each case, there are sometimes issues with allocating uncovered medical expenses 
between the parents. 



 
 

A. Both parents are jointly and severally liable for the support of their children. 
Therefore, a nonparent caretaker can seek recovery of uncovered medical 
expenses from either or both parents in any proportion. The allocation of 
uncovered medical expenses only determines the rights of contribution from the 
parents for payment the payment of those expenses.

B. Rule 9.12(5) provides the general rule that uncovered medical expenses are 

physical care. Rule 9.12(5) further provides that in all other cases the custodial 
parent pays the first $250 per calendar year per child up to a maximum of $800 
per calendar year of uncovered medical expenses for all children, and that any 

respective net incomes. However, in the situation where the obligations from each 
parent are determined in separate cases, CSS and the Court often do not have the 
information from the parent not involved in the case from which to determine that 

, nor would it be appropriate to 
enter judgments against a parent who has not been given notice of the case and an 
opportunity to participate.  

C. Rule 9.12 was amended to provide the following language excepting situations 
where the support payee is a nonparent caretaker. The addition to the rule is as 
follows:

7. Clarify variance for uncovered medical expenses.

A. There are situations in which the parties may wish to deviate from the allocation 
of medical expenses provided by rule 9.12(5), such as in joint physical care cases 
where the parties may want to divide all expenses, including uncovered medical 
expenses, on a 50-50 basis, even though rule 9.12(5) calls for an allocation in 

B.
without making the required findings in support of variance. However, Rule 
9.12(5) does not include any language which expressly indicates that a variance 
from the allocation of uncovered medical expenses is permitted. While the 
feedback received from the guideline review committee anecdotally indicates that 
judges may often find that a variance in the allocation of uncovered medical 
expenses is permitted as a variance under Rule 9.11, there is some ambiguity in 
the rules. 

C. To avoid the ambiguity in the rules, Rule 9.12(5) was amended to explicitly state 
that a variance in the allocation of uncovered medical expenses is permitted if 
supported by the written findings required by Rule 9.11, as follows:



 
 

8. Amend guidelines method for computing taxes.

A. Rule 9.6 provides a standardized method for the calculation of the amount of 

child support purposes. 

B. The rule previously provided that married parents are to be assigned the married 
filing separate tax filing status. 

C. The guideline review committee received feedback that the rule does not align to 
the general practice in cases where temporary child support is being ordered for 
parties in a pending dissolution of marriage proceeding. Instead, the practice has 
often been to assign the single tax filing status to the noncustodial parent and the 
head of household tax filing status to the custodial parent in determining 
temporary child support, even when the parents are married to each other. The 
reason for this practice may be that it is anticipated that the parents will be 
divorced by the end of the tax year and/or that it is common for the temporary 
child support obligation to be same as the permanent child support obligation, 
absent changes in income between the temporary and permanent orders. 

D. The guideline review committee recommended changing the rule to conform to 
the general practice. In doing so, the committee recognized that the practice may 
often make more sense, especially since it is often the case that the parties are 
divorced by the end of the tax year in which case the single and head of household 
tax filing statuses would be used by the parties in filing their income tax returns 
even though the parties remained married at the time the temporary support was 
initially ordered. The rule was changed to provide as follows:

9.6(1) An unmarried parent is assigned either single or head of household 
filing status. Head of household filing status is assigned if a parent is the 
custodial parent of one or more of the mutual children of the parents.

9.6(2) A married parent is assigned married filing separate status, except 
that a married parent will be treated as an unmarried parent under rule 
9.6(1) or 9.6(3) when calculating temporary child support between parents 
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2026 CHANGES TO CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES  
AND OTHER CHILD SUPPORT ISSUES 

 
DONNA MILLER 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 
 
July 2026 changes – see attached outline by Judge Kepros and redlined Rule filed by Iowa 
Supreme Court 
 
Fun Facts about Child Support 
 

- If non-custodial parent’s only source of income is SSI (42 USC 1381a), support 
should be $0.  Rule 9.4 

- Spousal support is added to the payee’s income, and deducted from the payor’s 
income, except if it is reimbursement alimony.  9.5(1) 

- Imputed income for a party requires a finding of voluntary un/underemployment 
and substantial injustice if the actual earnings were used.  9.5, 9.11 

- Deduction of health insurance cost for other children (not covered by the 
pending case) is 1/2 of the per person calculation of 9.14(5)(b):  family cost – 
single cost / # of insureds – parent.  9.5(2)(f) 

- A parent can object to the health insurance deduction if paid for by a step 
parent.  Then, the court can decide whether to factor it in.  9.14(5)(d) 

- If a parent is not covered by Social Security (railroad, police for example), deduct 
their mandatory pension contributions.  9.5(2)(c).   

- If the amount of state or federal taxes actually paid is substantially diƯerent than 
the guideline amount, the court can consider that an adjust support.  9.6(7). 

- if neither parent has insurance available to them at a reasonable cost, cash 
medical should be ordered.  9.12(3).   

- If the noncustodial parent is not a W2 employee, (does not have income which 
may be subject to income withholding for collection of cash medical support), 
cash medical is not ordered and the court shall order the noncustodial parent to 
provide health care coverage when a health benefit plan becomes available at a 
reasonable cost, and the order shall specify the amount of the reasonable cost 
as specified in subsection 3, paragraph “a”, subparagraph (1). § 252E.1A 

Income for support 
 

- Use the right box on the W2 
o Box 1- has the 401k, health insurance and other deductions considered 
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o Box 3 – Ok to use if they are not above the SS threshold ($176,100 this 
year, $184,500 next year) 

o Box 5 – Use this, as it is a full accounting of gross wages 
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Information from HHS website:  
https://secureapp.dhs.state.ia.us/customerweb/whatsNew 
 

1. July 2026 Change – Suspension pending JV case 

July 1, 2026, Iowa Code § 598.21H changed to allow parents to request the court suspend 
child support and/or medical support when custody or physical care of a child changes 
through a dispositional or permanency order in juvenile court. 
 
If a juvenile court places a child with the parent who normally pays support, that parent 
can now ask to suspend their support payments. The court may approve this request and 
enter an order temporarily stopping payments until the custody situation changes or the 
juvenile court case ends. 
 
If the child later returns to the parent who was previously ordered to receive child support, 
the support payments can start again. 
 
The juvenile court will give parents a notice of change of custody. Parents can use this 
notice to request a pause or a restart of support. 
 
Court costs and filing fees for these applications to suspend or reinstate support are 
waived by the court. 
 
The Iowa Supreme Court created forms to help parents with this process. These forms are 
available on the Court Forms page of the Iowa Judicial Branch website under Child 
Support. 
 

2. Fees for Support Processing 

Federal law requires Iowa Child Support Services to deduct an annual fee of $35 from the 
family's support payments. This fee is due each fiscal year. Starting with payments made in 
October, the fee is withheld after $550 in support is sent to the family. If the person 
ordered to receive support along with any child on the case ever (past or current) received 
cash assistance (such as FIP, TANF, ADC benefits) in Iowa or another state the fee is 
waived. If you have more than one case, the fee may be deducted from each case. The 
person paying support gets credit for the full amount paid.  
 

3. Programs for Parents 

POP2 – Promoting Opportunities for Parents Program 
The Iowa Department of Health and Human Services developed the Promoting 
Opportunities for Parents Program (POPP) to assist parents in overcoming barriers which 
interfere with meeting their obligations to their children. Child Support Services (CSS) 
established this program to partner with community providers that offer parenting or 
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fatherhood classes and employment resources. CSS can offer incentives for participation 
in approved community projects. Participants receive support and education to improve 
their emotional, physical, and financial responsibilities toward their children. Current 
community partners include: 
 
Children & Families of Iowa 
Serving Jasper, Wapello, and Jefferson Counties (and all southeastern Iowa) 
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 
Children & Families of Iowa (CFI) is a non-profit agency, providing services across the state 
of Iowa. Services focus on behavioral health for all ages, career readiness for teens and 
young adults, childcare services, domestic violence services, and supporting families and 
individuals involved with the Department of Human Services and Juvenile Court. CFI uses 
the 24/7 Dad, Understanding Dads for Moms, and Caring Dads curriculums to promote 
responsible parenting and personal development. 
For more information contact: Sara Persons (641) 799-9081 sarap@cfiowa.org. 
 
Evelyn K. Davis Center 
Serving Polk and surrounding counties. 
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 
Evelyn K. Davis (EKD) provides opportunities for all parents in a facilitated, peer-driven, 
small group format that will cover discipline, communication, formative relationships, 
father-mother partnership, physical and emotional development and social modeling. 
For more information contact: Charles Zanders (515) 697-1475 Cwzanders1@dmacc.edu. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Serving Polk and surrounding counties. 
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 
St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) of Des Moines is a trusted and established nonprofit 
organization committed to addressing the complex needs of individuals and families facing 
poverty, unemployment, and other barriers to stability. 
For more information contact: Mike Collet (515) 282-8328 ext. 220 
Mike.Collet@svdpdsm.org.     
 
The National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse and Child Find of American have 
partnered to provide fathers and families nationwide with access to Parent Help program 
services. Parent Help offers free, confidential telephone assistance for dads and moms 
living apart. Problems sharing kids? Custody? Do you argue over visitation? Want to be 
more active in your child’s life? Need information on rights and responsibilities? 
 
Call 1-877-4DAD411 (1-877-432-3411) or go 
visit www.fatherhood.gov or childfindofamerica.org for more information. 
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4. Modification options through state 

Iowa Child Support provides child support services that include changing a child support 
amount. To receive these services, your case must be an "enforced" case.  Form is on the 
website to apply for services (to become “enforced”).   
 
Support may be modified administratively through one of the processes below: 
 
Review and Adjustment (Used when the order is more than 24 months old or needs 
medical support provisions added.) 
 
We use the Review and Adjustment (Review) process to determine if the current support 
amount should be changed or if medical support provisions should be added to the order. 

 We ask the courts to approve a change in the support amount if the difference 
between the old and the new child support amount is more than 20%. 

 If the difference is not more than 20% and medical support provisions need to be 
added to the order, we will ask the court to add dependent health care coverage 
provisions to the order and also adjust the child support amount. 

 
 
Administrative Modification (Used for special circumstances like adding a child, 50% 
change in net income, etc.) 
We use ADMOD when: 

 It is less than 24 months since your order was entered, changed, or determined not 
appropriate for adjustment, and either parent’s net income (after taxes) has 
changed by 50% or more. 

 A child should be added to the current support order and: 
o the child's parents are the same as the other children in the order, and 
o the child's paternity is legally established (such as through a marriage, 

adoption, court order, or paternity affidavit.) 
 The order: 

o set child support at zero, 
o did not set a cash amount of support and stated a reason, which no longer 

exists, or 
o is for medical support only. 

 There was an error in the child support amount and/or medical support provisions 
of the order when it was prepared or filed. 

 
 
Cost-of-Living Alteration (Used when the order is 24 months old and includes medical 
support provisions. The amount changes according to cost-of-living changes.) 
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A cost-of-living alteration (COLA) means a change in a child support amount using the 
consumer price index (CPI) as published in the Federal Register by the federal Department 
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  A COLA is different from Review or ADMOD in that 
both parties have to agree in writing to the COLA and the guidelines are not used to 
calculate the new child support amount. The support amount is based on the change in 
the cost of living. The new child support amount is equal to the amount the order would 
have been if a cost of living adjustment had been done every year.  
 
Other: 
 
The person asking for a change may have to pay for costs of serving the forms on the other 
parent or other fees charged by other states for completing the process. 
 
Change of income must have already lasted for three months, and must be expected to 
last an additional three months. 
 
While a parent’s expenses are not a factor in child support calculations, there is an 
indication on the website that “extraordinary medical expenses” may be considered by a 
judge.   
 
 

5. Court/private modification 

Modification can be requested regardless of how long the prior order has been in place 
 
Requires a 10% change in support amount:  a substantial change of circumstances exists 
when the court order for child support varies by ten percent or more from the amount 
which would be due pursuant to the most current child support guidelines 
§ 598.21C(2) 
 
Temporary modification of child support orders. While an application for modification of 
a child support or child custody order is pending, the court may, on its own motion or upon 
application by either party, enter a temporary order modifying an order of child support. 
The court may enter such temporary order only after service of the original notice, and an 
order shall not be entered until at least five days' notice of hearing and opportunity to be 
heard, is provided to all parties. In entering temporary orders under this subsection, the 
court shall consider all pertinent matters, which may be demonstrated by affidavits, as the 
court may direct. The hearing on application shall be limited to matters set forth in the 
application, the affidavits of the parties, and any required statements of income. The court 
shall not hear any other matter relating to the application for modification, respondent's 
answer, or any pleadings connected with the application for modification or the answer. § 
598.21C(4) 
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May be retroactively modified only from three months after the date the notice of the 
pending petition for modification is served on the opposing party.  Any retroactive 
modification which increases the amount of child support or any order for accrued support 
under this subsection shall include a periodic payment plan.  598.21C(5) 
 
The periodic due date established under a prior order for payment of child support shall 
not be changed in any modified order under this section, unless the court determines that 
good cause exists to change the periodic due date. 598.21C(6) 
 
 
 
 
 


























































































