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Welcome from Polk County Bar Association 

President Stacie Codr 
 

Special guest speaker at the Awards Ceremonies: 

Anthony Gaughan 
Drake University Professor of Constitutional Law and Election Law 

 

PCBA Law Day Contest Winners 

Awards Ceremonies in Courtroom: 

Teacher Awards 

Student Awards 
Closing Remarks 

Optional Tour of the Building and Grounds 

Reception in the Light Court 

 



 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

Each year the American Bar Association and the Polk County Bar Association recognize Law Day to help foster education 

and a deeper understanding of the legal system. The Polk County Bar Association gives Polk County area students a chance 

to get creative with the law as part of our annual Law Day celebration. Students in grades K through 12 are invited to 

compete in the visual arts, music & performing arts, technology, essay, and poetry categories. 

 

Law Day has been celebrated on or around May 1 since 1958 when President Dwight Eisenhower signed the proclamation 

declaring it a day to celebrate and strengthen the American heritage of liberty, justice, and equality under the law. 

Voices of Democracy is the theme for 2024. In recent years, tensions in our democratic system have revealed deep divisions 

in American society. These divisions are aggravated by incivility in public discourse and insufficient understanding among 

many people about the Constitution and the way American government works. Together, however, we can collaborate to 

overcome our differences, resolve our disputes, and preserve our democracy and republic. 

 

We wish to express our deep appreciation to the Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee for its continuing 

support of the Law Day program. 

Enjoy the fruits of the students’ creative labors! 

Laura Lockwood 

Chair, Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous donations, which make the 

Law Day event possible, and a rewarding experience for students and teachers! 

 

Event Sponsors: 
 

ARAG Legal Insurance  
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

Gracefully Legal 
Iowa State Bank 

United States District Court, Southern District of Iowa  

 
Individual Sponsors: 

 
Bridget Penick 
Carol Phillips 
Carra Donels 
Claire Padgett 
Cynthia Rybolt 

Emily & Nick Webb 
Gail A. Sheridan-Lucht and Gene Lucht 

Hon. Donna L. Paulsen and Thomas E. Press 
Hon. Mary Tabor 

Jennifer Hodge Burkett 
Jill Jensen-Welch 

John Pickerill 
Katie Overberg 
Kristy Rogers 

Krystle Campa 
Laura J. Lockwood 

Logan Murray 
Olivia Norwood 

Stacie Codr 
Stephanie Marett of Nyemaster Goode, P.C. 

 
 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

Grades K-5 (Elementary School) Winners 

Elementary School Coloring Competition 
1st Place - Vada, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Alexis, Ankeny 

3rd Place - Monroe, Ankeny 

Elementary School Essay Competition 
1st Place – Brian Meurer, Ankeny Northwest 

2nd Place - Cecilia Brugman, Ankeny Heritage 

3rd Place - Ryne Thomason, ADM Meadow View Elementary 

Honorable Mention: Henry Burnley, Ankeny, Northeast 

Elementary School Poetry Competition 
1st Place – Adelyn Lupkes, Ankeny Westwood 

2nd Place – Moriah Mueller, Ankeny, Westwood 

3rd Place – Madeline Nail & Alida Jones, Ankeny, Northeast 

Elementary School Poster Competition 
1st Place - Lucy Mitchell, Ashland Ridge Elementary, Ankeny 

2nd Place – Vathsana Khamhuang, Howe Elementary, Des Moines 

3rd Place – Leala Cortez, Howe Elementary, Des Moines 

Elementary School Performing Arts Competition 
1st Place – Gwen Kilgore, Ana VanderStreek, Quinn Canfield, Southeast Elementary, Ankeny 

2nd Place – Gavin Johnson & Dorothy Paluch, Northeast Elementary, Ashland Ridge Ankeny 
3rd Place – Izel Ramirez & Sydney Hammer, Prairie Trail Elementary, Ankeny 

Elementary School Technology Competition 
1st Place – Katie Day, Ankeny Northeast 

2nd Place – Ranvi Rendla & Keren Cisneros, Rock Creek Ankeny 

3rd Place – Ava Brown, Ankeny Northeast 

Honorable Mention: Stella Addington, Ankeny Northeast 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

Grades K-5 (Elementary School) Winners 
(continued) 

Elementary School Visual Arts Competition 
1st Place – Shea Woolums, East Elementary, Ankeny 

2nd Place – Saylah Attig, Southeast Polk/Home Education 
3rd Place – Jayden Allison-Martinez/Joel Rodriguez-Garcia/Moises Cruz-Deras,  

Howe Elementary, Des Moines 

 

Elementary School Teacher Participation Award 
Erin Bouda, Ankeny Community School District



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

Grades 6-8 (Middle School) Winners 
 

Middle School Essay Competition 
1st Place - Rishi Ingle, Waukee South Middle School 

2nd Place - Thomas Dunne, Prairie Ridge, Ankeny 

3rd Place - Sophia Morris, Southeast Polk 

Honorable Mention – Srihari Kumaresan, Johnston Middle School 

Middle School Poetry Competition 
1st Place - Madhav Ganesh Kumar, Johnston, Summit 

2nd Place - Lily Jones, Southview, Ankeny 
3rd Place - Avery Steger, Waukee South Middle School 

Middle School Performing Arts Competition 
1st Place – Rowan Kellenberger, Ryker Syverson, Ethan Larson, 

Prairie Ridge, Ankeny 

Middle School Technology Competition 
1st Place - Roberta Owasu-Anokye, Prairie Ridge, Ankeny 

2nd Place - Charlie Villhauer, Ankeny, Northview 

3rd Place - Noah Donahue, Home Educated, Des Moines 

Honorable Mention – Lia Meyer, Prairie Ridge, Ankeny 

Middle School Visual Arts Competition 
1st Place – Blake Dreckman/Josie Rowlet/Rozycki/Nora Yarushkin, Waukee South Middle School  

2nd Place – Owen Chapman & Anthony Emmanuel, Waukee South Middle School 

3rd Place - Ainsely Schnurr, Prairie Ridge, Ankeny 
Honorable Mention – Layla DeStiger, Waukee South Middle School 

Middle School Teacher Participation Award 
Karlee McKibban, Waukee Community School District



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

Grades 9-12 (High School) Winners 
 

High School Essay Competition 
1st Place - Keira Mueller, Northview, Ankeny 
2nd Place - Elizabeth Deng, Ankeny Centennial 

3rd Place - Paige Neighbors, Johnston Middle 
 

High School Poetry Competition 
1st Place - Keira Mueller, Northview, Ankeny 

 

High School Technology Competition 
1st Place – Greta Lee, Ankeny, Northview 

 

High School Visual Arts Competition 
1st Place - Riley Young, Lincoln High School, Des Moines 

2nd Place - Sydney Heithoff, Ankeny Centennial 
3rd Place - Adrienne Dobson-Greiner, Johnston Middle 
Honorable Mention – Hansen Hollin, Ankeny Southview 

 

High School Teacher Participation Award 
Kathryn Cooper, Ankeny Community School District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
 
 

Grade K-5 Essay 
1st Place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
 

Grade K-5 Essay 

2nd Place 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
 

Grade K-5 Essay 

3rd Place 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
 

 

Grade K-5 Essay 

Honorable Mention 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 
 

Alida Jones and Madeline Nail 

Grade K-5 Poetry 

1st Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Grade K-5 Poetry 

2nd Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Grade K-5 Poetry 

3rd Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 
 

Grade 6-8 Essay 

1st Place 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
Thomas Dunne 

Grade 6-8 Essay 

2nd Place 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 
Grade 6-8 Essay 

3rd Place 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Srihari Kumaresan 

Grade 6-8 Essay 

Honorable Mention 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Madhav Ganesh Kumar 

Grade 6-8 Poetry 

1st Placce 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grade 6-8 Poetry 

2nd Place 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Avery Steger 

Grade 6-8 Poetry 

3rd Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
Grade 9-12 Essay 

1st Place 

 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Deng 

Grade 9-12 Essay 

2nd Place 
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Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 

 

 
 

Grade 9-12 Essay 

3rd Place 
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Polk County Bar Association 2024 Law Day Competition 

 

 
 

Keira Mueller 

Grade 9-12 Poetry 

1st Place 


