


May 1st, 2014:

“More than two centuries ago, patriots battled to

release America from the grip of tyranny. As these

brave citizens defended their right to shape their own

destiny, our Founders created a government of, by, and

for the people -- rooted in the belief that just power

derives from the consent of the governed. It is a

system that can only function through the rule of law.



“This Law Day pays special tribute to the right to vote, the cornerstone of

democracy. Many Americans won the franchise after generations of struggle,

while others gave their lives so their children and grandchildren might one day

enjoy what should have been their birthright. Thanks to women who picketed

the White House and activists who marched on the National Mall,our laws

finally recognized a truth that had always been self-evident -- that every citizen

should have a voice in our democracy. Over the centuries, we have made legal

changes that eliminated formal voting restrictions based on wealth, race, and

sex and that extended the right to vote to younger adults. Today, our laws

continue to protect this fundamental right, laws like the Voting Rights Act, the

National Voter Registration Act, the Help America Vote Act, and the Uniformed

and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act.”



“Despite this hard-fought progress, barriers to voting still exist, and the right to

vote faces a new wave of threats. In some States, women may be turned away

from the polls because they are registered under their maiden name; in others,

seniors who have been voting for decades may suddenly be told they cannot

vote because they do not have a particular form of identification. As we reflect

on the trials and triumphs of generations past, we must rededicate ourselves to

preserving those victories in our time. Earlier this year, a bipartisan commission

I appointed recommended a series of common-sense reforms to protect the

right to vote, curb the potential for fraud, and ensure no one has to wait more

than a half hour to cast a ballot. States and local election officials should

implement these recommendations. In addition, the Congress should

demonstrate its commitment to our fundamental right by updating the Voting

Rights Act.”



“Let us mark Law Day by recognizing the institutions that uphold the rule of law in

America. Let us vow to keep safe our founding creed. And let us remember that

opportunity requires justice, and justice requires the right to vote.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, in

accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2014,

as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to acknowledge the importance of our

Nation's legal and judicial systems with appropriate ceremonies and activities, and

to display the flag of the United States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of April, in

the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.







Life as we know it today has had many different stages, sometimes violently
causing deaths, or sometimes just raising a rebellious spirit, in order to get a

better future. Many changes have been made over the years throughout the history of the
United States, such as the right to vote. If somebody in the country is not allowed to vote,
the nation wouldn’t be accomplishing its purpose of having equality among all citizens. We
can assume it all started since our independence from Great Britain, when we started
realizing that we should be able to be autonomous with our own decisions. Or maybe it
started when Martin Luther King Jr. helped African American people and other minorities
get their civil rights as everyone else had. Along the way, such rebellions have improved
our country’s point of view towards the rights we must have, the ones we were born with,
and lead our country to a future in which every person in the United States of America
becomes part of the nation’s vote.

In order to be able to understand the part each vote in the country contributes, we
have to understand its meaning first, what does it stand for? For we Americans, the vote
represents a voice, a choice. These voices are expressed through a ballot. The vote tells our
opinions about politics, leaders, or ideas and are heard by those who have the power to
make decisions that will affect the future of the nation. We are the nation. All of those
decisions affect every single one of us. As our American history recalls, before January 1st,
1863 there was not a concrete document that outlawed voting discriminations such as color,
gender, religion, race, or to natural origin. This date is considered important in the United
States because of the change it made, which I personally consider a better change for this
democracy. It provides voting equality among all citizens, because we are all the same, we
have the same rights, we can all vote.



As well as the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, the “Voting Rights Act
of 1965” shows how evolution against voter discrimination started taking form. We don’t
judge a book by its cover, why should we judge a person by their physical appearance? Al the
leaders that helped make these changes, Abraham Lincoln, Eleanor Roosevelt, John
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, even Rosa Parks were defied because of their actions. They were
challenged not once but thousands of times. But they believed in change, in development for
the nation. Sometimes people don’t notice that these are the leaders that are most
remembered by the citizens I didn’t notice it until I wrote this essay. Were they afraid?
Uncertain? Sure, but they were persistent on what they believed and these are the changes
that make this nation the way it is, successful and fair.

Not only do the actions of a country make it prominent, but its documents do too.
In the United States we have many of these documents which prove our support for voter
equality. The 15th Amendment prohibits the denial of a citizen’s right to vote. This
amendment protected the men’s right to vote, but then came the 19th Amendment which
opened the door for women to be able to vote also. With this amendment both men and
women were now able to vote, as long as they had the money to pay the tax. The 24th

Amendment stated “no poll tax is allowed or failure to pay any other tax shall prevent a
person from voting” which gave more citizens the opportunity to express their choice in
government without having to worry about money. With the changes made over this period
of time now everybody could vote, but there was another issue found; the people younger
than 21 years old, were not considered responsible or wise enough to make such an important
decision, so the 26th Amendment was formed. This amendment explained that all people 18…



Or older shall not be abridged of their right to vote, this way the age was specified on
those who could vote. I ask myself, what would have happened if none of these
amendments had been created? What if the government hadn’t noticed that we needed
them? These questions make it clear that this government is actually governed by its
own people and that our leaders and we followers helped to make this change.

As I learned more and more about the importance of having the right to vote,
I began noticing that right after an issue had a solution found by our government,
another issue appeared. The question is, who will be our next Abraham Lincoln? How
will our next Rosa Parks refuse to do something a group of people consider wrong and
others don’t? Well, I think anyone in this admirable country can express their thoughts
and make what we consider a better change in the future. But without the vote, how is
the government going to know what each person considers best? It is important that
when the right time arrives, we all vote to raise the voice of the people and rule this
democracy. The United States is a nation full of people with different perspectives, but
in the end, we are all in this together, we can and should all vote.



























“A problem exists for the United States. The proportion of its
citizens that actually vote in national elections has decreased
dramatically over the past several decades,” said Daniel S Roberts, from
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. Voter turnout rates have
continued to be at their lowest points since the late 1700s and are still low
today according to Roberts. This is a problem. Although there are more
people voting, there is a smaller percentage of eligible voters showing up
at elections. Every vote matters in order to ensure that the ideas of the
everyday American represented through the government.

The point of our form of a democratic government is so every American
gets the chance to vote for the people who make our government run.
According to a study conducted by The Atlantic Cities after the 2008
election, it was discovered that approximately 29.2% of registered voters
that did not vote, said that it was inconvenient/too difficult to vote or to
get to the polling station. The inability for Americans to get to the polls is
not the only reason for not voting.



Another reason outlined by the same research, show that the
choice of candidates also plays a role into the voter turnout. According to
The Atlantic Cities, 15% of white citizens said they did not vote because
they were unhappy with the choice for candidates. This number was
double the percentages of the other racial groups. This information
shows that the candidates were unable to draw voters.

According to George Mason University, in Presidio County,
Texas, one of the poorest in the nation, 6 of 7 of the precincts, had sub-
50% turnout rates, with one precinct barely elapsing 23%. These
precincts are mainly poor and urban areas. Not only is this problem in
urban areas, it is also present in the rural areas of the country.
According to George Mason University the voter turnout for West
Virginia was at 46.3%. This percentage moved West Virginia to 50th in
the country, taking the long reigning crown away from Hawaii. If the
voting rates were to raise then the people would be able to make changes
that they really care about to make the United States a better democratic
government.



The fact of the matter is that the vote is unable to clearly represent
the American people in the democratic government. The elections

have become games to get to the top, not to represent the American people.
The candidates believe that the best way to win is to focus on getting the
most votes, not raising the number of total votes. According to George Mason
University, the average voter rates for the past 3 presidential elections, was
at 58.97%, lower than the majority of other democratic countries like Austria,
Sweden, and Italy, which had to close to 80%. The U.S. is no longer
anywhere close to the top in democratic superiority. In order to raise the
United States, we have to know that every vote matters.
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