
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Polk County Bar Association 
 
 

Law Day Celebration Luncheon 
 
 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 
 
 

Judicial Branch Building 
1111 East Court Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 
10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch in the Light Court 
 

Welcome and Introduction of Dignitaries 
David W. Nelmark, PCBA President 

 
Speakers: 

 
Justice Susan Christensen 

Iowa Supreme Court 
 

Eric Hanson 
KCCI Des Moines 

 
Courtney Crowder 

Des Moines Register Columnist 
 

Laura Belin 
Bleeding Heartland Blog 

 
PCBA and ARAG® Law Day Contest Winners  

Awards Ceremony in Courtroom  
and Photos with Sponsors 

 
Closing Remarks 

 
Optional Tour of the Building and Grounds 

 
 
 



Polk County Bar Association & ARAG®  2019 Law Day Competition 
 

Each year the American Bar Association and the Polk County Bar Association recognizes Law Day to help foster education 
and a deeper understanding of the legal system.  This year’s theme, “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society,” provides the 
opportunity for students to explore these First Amendment rights.   
 
Students were encouraged to express, through poetry, essay, visual art, technology, or music and performing arts, the impact 
of free speech and free press. 
 
The Law Day Committee consistently focuses its efforts on reaching a wide variety of students in order to educate them about 
the law and nurture their creative expression.  Again this year, the Law Day Committee teamed up with ARAG Insurance 
Co. for this event.  In doing so, we were able to incorporate elementary school students from Polk County into our 
competition.  We wish to express our deep appreciation to the Polk County Bar Association for its continuing support of the 
Law Day program.  We would like to thank the following committee members:  
 
Amanda Adams, Kala Anderson, James Bryan, Emily Chafa, Judge Joseph Ferrentino, Sonja Diener, Shanon Hounshell, 
Margaret Johnson, Laura Lockwood, Stephanie Marett, Jenifer Mercer-Klimowski, Carol Phillips, Cynthia Rybolt,  
Daniel Saar, Judge Gail Sheridan-Lucht, Judge Mary Tabor.  Special thanks to Iowa Legal Aid AmeriCorps member  
Dariann Garrison-Nickerson for creating the PowerPoint presentation we are viewing today.    
 
Enjoy the fruits of the students’ creative labors!  
 
Kala Anderson and Stephanie Marett, Co-Chairs  
Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee  
 
 



The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

 Polk County Bar Association & ARAG® 2019 Law Day Competition 
 
 

Elementary School Coloring Competition, Grades K-2 
 

1st Place – Johnny Zambreno, Bergman Academy, Des Moines 
2nd Place – Charlottee Simonis, Waukee Elementary School 

3rd Place – Emma Hall, Hanawalt Elementary School 
 
 

Elementary School Coloring Competition, Grades 3-5 
 

1st Place – Maya Falcone, Fairmeadows Elementary School, West Des Moines 
2nd Place – Raegan Reuter, Fairmeadows Elementary School, West Des Moines 

3rd Place – Brittany Trogdon, Fairmeadows Elementary School, West Des Moines 
 
 

Elementary School  Poetry Competition, Grades 3-5 
 

1st Place – Asher Richmond, Timber Ridge Elementary School, Johnston 
 
 

Elementary School  Essay Competition, 4th Grade 
 

1st Place – Ben Roberts, Westwood Elementary School, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Elyse Rinehart, Timber Ridge Elementary School, Johnston 

3rd Place – Aleena Wilt Fang, Timber Ridge Elementary School, Johnston 
 
 

Elementary School  Essay Competition, 5th Grade 
 

1st Place – Joey Zambreno, Bergman Academy, Des Moines 
2nd Place – Kalyani Bhat, Northeast Elementary School, Ankeny 

3rd Place – Zoey Osmundson, Southeast Elementary School, Ankeny 
 
 
 

  



 

The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

 Polk County Bar Association & ARAG® 2018 Law Day Competition 
 
 

Elementary School Poster Competition, Grades K-2 
 

1st Place – Tessa Zambreno, Bergman Academy, Des Moines 
 
 

Elementary School Poster Competition, 4th Grade 
 

 1st Place – Madison Greer, Westwood Elementary School, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Harrison Kurth, Timber Ridge Elementary School, Johnston 

 
 

Elementary School Poster Competition, 5th Grade 
 

 1st Place – Ethan Mosdal, Ashland  Ridge Elementary School, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Olivia Luna, Southeast Elementary School, Ankeny 
3rd Place Riley Kayser, Southeast Elementary School, Ankeny 

 
Elementary School Visual Arts/Technology Competition 

 

1st Place Edie Mae Lenig – East Elementary School, Ankeny 
2nd Place Maia Bredice – Ashland Ridge Elementary School, Ankeny 

3rd Place Sienna Townsend and Emily Conger – Westwood Elementary School, Ankeny 
 

Best Teacher Participation Prizes, Grades K-5 
 Ms. Leslie Mitchell, Timber Ridge Elementary School, Johnston 

Ms. Rhonda Koerselman, Fair Meadows Elementary School, West Des Moines 
 Ms. Marcy Conover, Ashland Ridge Elementary School, Ankeny 

  



 The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

 Polk County Bar Association & ARAG® 2019 Law Day Competition 
 
 

Middle School  Poetry Competition 
 

1st Place – Emma Calabro –  Northview Middle School, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Gunnar Bailey – Bondurant-Farrar Middle School 

3rd Place – Shaniya Johnson – Prairie Ridge Middle School, Ankeny  
 
 

Middle School  Essay Competition 
 

1st Place – Kate Bergan – Northview Middle School, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Grace Lohse – Bondurant-Farrar Middle School 

3rd Place – Alexis Samson – Northview Middle School, Ankeny 
 
 

Middle School  Visual Arts Competition 
 

1st Place – Meghan Wolf – Prairie Ridge Middle School , Ankeny   
2nd Place – Ashley Guzman – Northview Middle School, Ankeny  

3rd Place (tie) – Sophie Giles – Prairie Ridge Middle School, Ankeny   
3rd Place (tie) – Dylan Weaver – Prairie Ridge Middle School, Ankeny 

 
 

Middle School  Music and Performing Arts Competition 
 

1st Place – Jillian Scroggs – Prairie Ridge Middle School, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Esaba Okwaramoi – St. Theresa Catholic School, Des Moines 

3rd Place – Noah Yeager – Parkview Middle School, Ankeny 
 
 

Middle School Technology Competition 
 

1st Place – John Powers – Bondurant-Farrar Middle School 
2nd Place – Tyler VanderLinden – Bondurant-Farrar Middle School 

 
 

 



 The Polk County Bar Association Law Day Committee 
presents 

 Polk County Bar Association & ARAG® 2019 Law Day Competition 
 
 

High School  Poetry Competition 
 

1st Place – Isabelle Friedman – North Polk High School, Alleman 
2nd Place – Maria Epperly – Valley High School , West Des Moines 
3rd Place (tie) - Lawrence Deng – Centennial High School, Ankeny  

3rd Place (tie) - Kathryn Grilli – Valley High School, West Des Moines 
 
 

High School Essay Competition 
 

1st Place – James Meng – Valley High School, West Des Moines   
2nd Place – Jacob Gates – Valley High School, West Des Moines  

3rd Place (tie) – Isabelle Friedman – North Polk High School, Alleman 
3rd Place (tie) – Kaya Williams – Valley High School, West Des Moines 

 
 

High School Visual Arts Competition 
 

1st Place – Maddie Carleton – Northview, Ankeny 
2nd Place – Radha Velamuri –  Valley High School, West Des Moines 

3rd Place – Allison Su –  Centennial High School, Ankeny  
 
 

High School Technology Competition 
 

 1st Place – Chloe Gayer – Northview, Ankeny 
 
 

Best Teacher Participation Prizes 
 

 Ms. Jessica Gogerty, Bondurant-Farrar Middle School 
Ms. Bayle Larpenteur, Prairie Ridge Middle School, Ankeny 

Mr. Daniel Kelly, Valley High School, West Des Moines 
Ms. Kathryn Cooper, Northview High School, Ankeny 

 
 



 

 

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous  

donations, which make the Law Day event possible, and  

a rewarding experience for students and teachers! 
 

 

 

 

Bronze Sponsors: 
 

Presenting Sponsors:  
ARAG® and the  

Polk County Bar Association 

Platinum Sponsor: 
United States District Court,  

Southern District of Iowa 

Bill Boyd 

Dickinson, Mackaman, Tyler & Hagen, P.C. 

EMC National Life Company 

Gislason & Hunter, L.L.P. 

Betsy and Joe Happe 

Hartung & Schroeder, L.L.P. 

Bill Hennan 

Debra Hockett-Clark 

Shanon Hounshell, Takekawa & Green, P.L.C. 

Margaret E. Johnson 

Johnston Martineau, L.L.P. 

Tom Levis 

 

Stephanie L. Marett, Nyemaster Goode, P.C. 

William J. Miller, Dorsey & Whitney, L.L.P. 

Nathan Overberg & Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. 

Judge Liza Ovrom and Mark Schuling 

Judge Donna Paulsen and Thomas Press 

Bridget Penick 

Cindy Rybolt 

Judge Gail A. Sheridan-Lucht & Gene Lucht 

Stamatelos & Associates 

Judge Mary Tabor 

Judge Anuradha Vaitheswaran 

Emily and Nick Webb 

 

Gold Sponsor: 
Emily Chafa 









by Ben Roberts








































