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President's Letter

In August, the committee chairs met to review their
committees' past projects and share with one another their
plans for the coming year.  I am privileged to be working
with them this year and encourage each of you either to join
an existing committee or help us on a project, such as
providing the much-needed skill to upgrade our website to
maximize our service to the membership, bench, and public.
Please review the sample listing of current committees, their
chairs, and what they have done and consider contributing
some of your ideas and talent:  

Bench and Bar - Co-Chairs, Jennifer Gerrish-Lampke and
Tom Levis

The Bench and Bar Committee is composed of both
judges and lawyers that meets at regular intervals to review
issues of common interest.  This committee has historically
selected the program for the luncheon honoring the judiciary
that is usually held in February.  A continuing project of the
committee is to develop brochures on various matters
(municipal infractions, small claims, landlord and tenant,
etc.) that can answer basic questions of the public that come
to the courthouse.  The committee also works to publicize
opportunities for the bar to assist the court.  This committee
provides particularly good opportunities for new attorneys to
get to know judges in an informal setting.

CLE Committee - Chair, Guy Cook
The CLE Committee is responsible for putting together

the annual PCBA CLE.  The program is scheduled for Friday,
November 21.  Only the date is set.  If you are interested in
suggesting topics and/or speakers, or otherwise assisting on
CLE projects, your assistance would be welcome.

Family Law Committee - Co-chairs, Bob Laden and Tim
Pearson

The Family Law Committee facilitates communication
between the family court judges and the family law
practitioners and will be reviewing a proposed family law
brochure for the public.  

Law Day Committee - Co-Chairs, Emily Gould Chafa and
Kristin Collinson

Law Day is celebrated in May.  The Law Day
Committee publicizes the event and has annually held a
contest open to students in local schools.  In prior years, the
contest has been an essay contest.  In 2003, the theme was
the 1st Amendment and art and poetry entries were solicited.
The winners and their teachers were invited to the May

PCBA luncheon and their winning work was put together as a
PowerPoint program that was displayed at the luncheon.  The
committee also arranged for the May luncheon speaker,
Professor Robert Hunter, who spoke on the 1st Amendment
freedoms.  The committee has arranged for the winning
artwork to be displayed at several sites over the coming
months, including a display at the federal courthouse.  The
committee membership selects the theme and contest
parameters, publicizes them, works with schools, judges the
entries, and plans for winner recognition at the May PCBA
meeting.

Membership Committee - Co-Chairs, Krista Tanner and
Mollie Pawlosky

The committee has the mission of increasing PCBA
membership and membership benefits. The committee is
particularly interested in increasing participation by younger
lawyers and those newly admitted to practice.

Newsletter - Co-chairs, Hon. Robert Hanson and LuAnn
White

This committee welcomes articles, ideas for articles,
and other assistance.

Public Relations - Chair, Steve Serck
The Public Relations Committee created a brochure on

the PCBA and has publicized the PCBA's Speaker's Bureau.
The Speaker's Bureau provides lawyers to speak to schools,



Adoption Saturday to be
November 22
Adoption Saturday will be held at the Polk County
Courthouse, November 22, 2003, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m.  If attorneys have an adoption hearing they would like
to schedule that day, they can contact Judge Donna Paulsen
at 286-2058 or bring their order setting hearing to her in
Room 310.  In Judge Paulsen’s words, “This is a wonderful
event and an opportunity for extended family and friends to
be present for this memorable event.”  Refreshments are also
served.

Greetings to the Bar Association,

It has been a hectic summer in the Clerk’s Office. However,
vacations are winding down and fortunately we have been
able to stay current with the workload.  

I have recently been involved on RFP [Request for Proposal]
work for a statewide imaging project. This request for
proposal is for a records archiving set-up for turning older
records, such as older than three years, into an electronic
format to stem the tide of ever increasing volumes of paper,
until a real EDMS system [Electronic Data Management
System] is funded and created. Depending on the availability
of funding, we intend to move ahead with plans for electronic
storage and retrieval of documents.  This will be a step
forward in the direction of Electronic Data Management
System [EDMS] which will allow cases to be filed
electronically. A full blown Electronic Document
Management System [EDMS] would be a paperless court file
system where, for example, attorneys could file documents
by e-mail, judges would review the court file in an electronic
version, notices would be sent by e-mail, and orders might
even be sent out electronically. Work is also progressing with
a new version of ICIS and will make case processing more
user friendly. We are looking forward to the upcoming
changes.

Our records storage move to an offsite location went quite
smoothly.  We have encountered only minimal problems and
are very thankful for a clean, safe and varmint free
environment.  

The Christmas season will soon be approaching and the “gift
law” will raise its ugly head.  While my staff and I appreciate
the generosity of your offices, we do not want to create a
perception of favoritism.  Please contact the supervisor of a
department to determine what may be acceptable.

Enjoy the remaining days of summer,

Lois Leary
Clerk of Court, Iowa Judicial District 5C

Clerk’s Corner

Contributors to Newsletter
Contributors to this newsletter include Judge Bob Hanson,
Judge Donna Paulson, Lu Ann White, Beth Baldwin, Emily
Gould Chafa, Polk County Bar President Susan Low, Polk
County Bar Executive Director and Volunteer Lawyers
Project Executive Director Carol Burdette, the Polk County
Women Attorneys, and the Iowa Organization of Women
Attorneys.

and community groups.  Brochures on substantive or
procedural aspects of the law developed by bar committees
can be distributed at such talks.  Last year the PCBA
participated in the Chamber of Commerce's "Scam Bam" at
the Civic Center.  Brochures, videos, PowerPoint programs,
and other visuals prepared by other committees will be
packaged to ensure the PCBA is prepared to maximize
opportunities to present a positive public presence of the bar.
The committee would also like to put together a list of local
media contacts to assist other committees in publicizing their
work.  

Real Estate - Co-Chairs, Mark Hanson and Jerry Alt
The Real Estate Committee has been instrumental on
substantive issues of particular concern to real estate
attorneys, such as ensuring resources to eliminate a
substantial local recording backlog. The committee plans to
have meetings of substantive interest to practitioners and is
considering preparing a brochure to inform real estate
purchasers on the important role of attorneys in the process.

Social Committee - Co-chairs, Carol Moser and Lora
McCollom

The committee has planned the successful annual June
Bench-Bar Golf event that has raised substantial funds for the
Volunteer Lawyers Project.  The committee also plans a
number of early evening networking bench-bar events
throughout the year.

Special Projects - Chair, Susan Freed
The committee has prepared a number of videos on the law,
such as Elder Law and Family Law that have aired on public
access channels in the past.  Last year the committee
prepared videos on legal scenarios for use in high schools.
This year the committee would like to develop a study guide
to be used with the video scenarios.  The committee is also
exploring other projects, such as capitalizing on the National
Health Care Decision material prepared for local bar use by
the ABA.

I am honored to serve and I am excited about the opportunity
to work with you this year.  Your participation and
suggestions are welcome.

Susan A. Low
salow@dmgov.org



There has been no summer vacation for Robert Hanson.
The Honorable Robert B. Hanson is the newest
district court judge for the District 5C. Since receiving

the telephone call from Governor Tom Vilsack in early June,
appointing him to the district court bench, Judge Hanson has
been busy finalizing matters at his law office for the last 21
years, familiarizing himself with the Court, and handling
trials from the start.  His first trial garnered some publicity as
it involved 13 protestors against the war in Iraq, several of
whom were appearing pro se.  

Though Judge Hanson’s official swearing in ceremony
was August 15, 2003, he started officially on the general civil
trial bench on June 27, 2003.  He started unofficially before
then with training, while still trying to handle and close
matters at his law firm, Hanson, Bjork, and Russell, L.L.P.
In January 2004, Judge Hanson will be on the criminal trial
bench.     

Judge Hanson’s background includes two years at the
University of Iowa for undergraduate study, and two years at
Stanford University where he graduated with a B.S. in
biological sciences.  He attended law school at the University
of Iowa, graduating in 1981.  While in law school he interned
at the U. S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of
Iowa.  Following graduation, Judge Hanson clerked for the
Honorable Justice K. David Harris of the Iowa Supreme
Court from 1981 - 1982.  After his clerkship, Judge Hanson
started as an associate with the law firm of Hanson, Bjork, &
Russell.  He became a partner with the firm in 1986.  While
in private practice, Judge Hanson has had a diverse litigation
practice, including criminal defense, some family law, and
primarily tort litigation for both plaintiff and defendants,
including personal injury, commercial, products liability, and
antitrust litigation.   

Judge Hanson is well-known among Iowa Hawkeye
supporters as an avid and well-informed fan. It is not
surprising that in the past he has served as President of the
Polk County I-Club. But Judge Hanson’s interests are not
limited to the Iowa Hawkeyes.  He has devoted countless
hours of time to his children and other students by coaching
several mock trial teams, and coaching and supporting his

children’s sports teams for
little league, softball,
baseball, and basketball. In
addition, his support of
community activities is seen
in his volunteer work in
various positions at his
church, including chair of
the staff/parish relations
committee.

Meanwhile, he also has
been active in the C. Edwin
Moore Inn of Court as a
Barrister from 1990-1997, and active in the Iowa State and
Polk County Bar Associations. Judge Hanson has served on
the Polk County Bar Association Board of Directors, and as
co-chair of the Newsletter Committee and chair of the Bench-
Bar Committee. In May 2003, he was elected as Vice
President of the Polk County Bar Association, and intends to
continue in that position this year and as co-chair of the
Newsletter Committee. He has served as a temporary
examiner for the Iowa Board of Bar Examiners, and has
judged numerous mock trial competitions at various levels.
He has participated in the ISBA mentoring program and as a
member of the YLD Law School Panel Committee. He has
been a mediator with the ISBA statewide mediation program
since 1995.  He has also participated in Drake Law School’s
Partners Program.  

Judge Hanson’s office presently is located in Room 405B
of the Polk County Courthouse.  Keri Veiglis serves as his
court reporter. Deb Ludwig serves as his court attendant and
also as court attendant to Chief Judge Gamble. He presently
shares a courtroom with Chief Judge Gamble, Room 404, but
the courtroom he uses may change depending on the needs of
the trial.  

Judge Hanson has found his new job to be challenging but
enjoyable and rewarding in the first few weeks. He is looking
forward to working with all the judges and other personnel at
the courthouse and to working with the attorneys, especially
the members of the PCBA, in his new capacity. 

Judge Hanson Newest Member of District Court Bench in 
Polk County

Robert B. Hanson



The Iowa Organization of Women Attorneys (I.O.W.A.)
presented the Honorable United States District Court
Magistrate Judge Celeste Bremer with the second

annual Arabella Mansfield Award at the organization’s annual
meeting and banquet on June 19, 2003.  I.O.W.A. established
the Arabella Mansfield award in 2002 to recognize and honor
women lawyers who have promoted and nurtured women in
the legal profession. 

The award is named after Arabella Babb Mansfield, the
first woman lawyer admitted to the practice of law in the
United States. Ms. Mansfield read law in her brother’s law
office for two years and was admitted to the Iowa Bar in
1869.  She was admitted despite the fact that Iowa law
required an applicant for bar admission to be white, male and
over the age of 21. The judges who voted for her admission
decided to interpret the statute as gender-neutral.  She was
also active in the women’s suffrage movement, but died in
1911, before women obtained the right to vote.      

Judge Bremer graduated from the University of Iowa
College of Law in 1977.  After law school, she began her
legal career as an Assistant Scott County Attorney and as an
Assistant Iowa Attorney General.  In 1979, Judge Bremer
moved to private practice.  She expanded her legal experience
to include in-house corporate representation for Deere and
Company, and later for Economy Forms Corporation.  She
was appointed as part-time federal magistrate judge in 1984
and received a full-time appointment as a federal magistrate
judge in 1990.

Judge Bremer was recognized by I.O.W.A. because she
has served as advocate, teacher, mediator, mentor, and friend
to men and women who practice law in Iowa. Judge Bremer
has influenced women to pursue legal careers and has
advanced the opportunities for women within the profession, 

serving as mentor and supporter for women who are
contemplating a legal career or lawyers who are considering a
change in their careers.  Judge Bremer credits much of her
early success to the benefit she received as an intern at the
Davenport Police Department during college and at the Scott
County Attorney’s Office during law school.  She passed on
her valuable mentoring experiences when she became a part-
time United States Magistrate Judge by soliciting law
students to work as interns in her office.  

Over the years, more than 100 interns have come through
Judge Bremer’s chambers for her informal mentoring
program.  Mentoring has been so important to Judge Bremer
that she created a mentoring program for new judges.  The
program was the topic of her doctoral dissertation, Impact of
a Mentoring Program on Occupational Stress, Personal Strain,
and Coping Resources of Newly Appointed U. S. Magistrate
Judge.  She concluded from her research that mentors benefit
as much from the mentoring relationship as the protégés.  She
found that judges benefited from mentoring, and that new
women judges benefit even more from mentoring because
women remain under-represented in the judiciary.  As a
result, new women judges generally have more stressors in
their lives, and they are less likely to find mentors.  

Judge Bremer’s professional activities and dedication to
mentoring exemplify the purpose of the Arabella Mansfield
award, to promote and nurture women within the legal
profession.  I.O.W.A. thanks Judge Bremer for her efforts 
and congratulates her on her many accomplishments.

Iowa Organization of Women Attorneys Awards the Honorable
Celeste Bremer as the Recipient of the Second Annual
Arabella Mansfield Award

ISBA’s YLD Nuts & Bolts Seminar 
in October

You are invited to attend the “Nuts & Bolts Seminar,” sponsored by the ISBA YLD Professional Development Committee.
The seminar will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. on Friday, October 10, 2003, at the Drake Legal Clinic in Des Moines,
and on Friday, October 17, 2003, at the University of Iowa College of Law.  The seminar offers six hours of free CLE credit to
newly admitted attorneys (admitted in 2002 or 2003), and costs only $25 for others.  

Attendees will receive practical advice about the practice of law, such as “Building and Managing a Law Practice,” “Case
and Client Evaluation,” and “Legal Community.”  This year, for the first time, there will be two “tracks” in the afternoon from
which attendees may choose:  a litigation track (covering topics such as “Deposition Techniques”) and a transactional track
(covering topics such as “Business Organizations” and “Real Estate”). For more information and to register on-line, go to
www.iowabar.org,or contact the Iowa State Bar Association at (515) 243-3179.



areas of law when you
actually become a judge
with real people before you.
Judge Nickerson notes he
has enjoyed meeting all the
different attorneys these past
few months and hopes they
likewise have a favorable
opinion of him in the
encounters. Judge Nickerson
also commented on the
“courthouse family” that he 
has gained since coming to the bench, “I appreciate the
collegiality I have found with my fellow judges here in Polk
County.” 

As he began his tenure on the bench, Judge Nickerson
stated that at first he found himself thinking about how he
would have presented a particular piece of evidence. Now he
has moved his thought processes from that of advocate to
impartial arbiter, looking to what comes into the actual court
record for the court to use in making its decision. “This is an
evolution that a new judge overtakes in time,” said Judge
Nickerson. 

All in all, Judge Nickerson has found that most lawyers
come to court well prepared to argue their case, filing
motions with the court that educate and provide supportive
legal argument. This has not happened in all cases before
him, and Judge Nickerson stressed the importance for all
attorneys to have supportive legal authority in their briefs,
arguments that “are on point for what they are asking the
court to do, or what they want. The docket here in Polk
County is so fast that a judge may only have a half day or
very short notice in handling a file. The court relies upon
attorneys to provide really good legal arguments to keep the
dockets [and justice] moving forward.” 

Judge Nickerson closed the interview with the following
advice for attorneys considering applying for future judicial
vacancies, “be persistent in applying for a judgeship and
appreciate the fact that as one moves to becoming a jurist, no
longer an advocate, there are a different set of rules and Code
of Ethics which control a judge’s conduct. A judge is required
to be much more restrained in some areas.” Sitting in his
office lined with Northwest Reporters, code books, file
cabinets, and numerous case files on the desk and
bookshelves, Judge Nickerson concluded, “you really have 
to enjoy what I call ‘the books’ to be a judge.”  

by Elizabeth Baldwin, District Court Administrator

D istrict Court Judge Don C. Nickerson began his first
day of work on the Polk County bench this past
June 5th, and was officially sworn into office on

July 11, 2003 as a District Court Judge of the Fifth Judicial
District, Iowa Judicial Branch. He comes to the Polk County
Courthouse with a strong legal background, which will well
serve the litigants and attorneys who come before him in his
courtroom. This background includes graduation from the
Drake University Law School in May 1977, and admission to
the Iowa Bar in June 1977. He began his legal career
working for two years as an Assistant United States Attorney
for the Southern District of Iowa, primarily prosecuting
criminal felonies and handling appeals. In September of
1980, Judge Nickerson moved into private practice with the
firm Allen, Babich & Bennett. His practice emphasized
criminal defense, immigration and personal injury. He went
on to become a partner in the firm Babich & Nickerson. 

Then in 1993, Judge Nickerson was nominated for and
accepted the post of United States Attorney, Southern District
of Iowa, taking office in December of that year. Judge
Nickerson remained in the United States Attorney position
for 6 and one-half years during which time he headed an
office focusing on civil and criminal litigation of 70 staff
members, including twenty-two attorneys. In addition to his
administrative duties, Judge Nickerson’s achievements
include working to establish in 1994 the first national inter-
district branch office, in conjunction with the Central District
of Illinois, to respond to growing crime trends in the Quad
Cities area, and serving as a member of the United States
Attorney General's Advisory Committee in 1996 and 1997,
advising then United States Attorney General Attorney
General Janet Reno on national policy matters. Judge
Nickerson also chaired the United States Attorney General’s
Subcommittee on Health Care Fraud from 1979-1999 during
his tenure in office.

Judge Nickerson left the U.S. Attorney’s Office in June
2001 to corporate practice as the Associate General Counsel
and Privacy Officer with Wellmark Blue Cross, Blue Shield
of Iowa and South Dakota.  Judge Nickerson's duties at
Wellmark included handling compliance with the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
(HIPPA), interpreting the application of this Act's national
standards for implementation throughout the company. Judge
Nickerson remained at Wellmark two years until taking the
bench in Polk County this past June. 

When asked how he would characterize his first three
months on the bench, Judge Nickerson smiled and
commented that he is experiencing a “big, no, a huge
learning curve—encountering legal subjects that I didn’t even
know existed.” Judge Nickerson then observed that maybe he
should have expected the great variety of legal subject
matter, but one only seems to really appreciate the various

Judge Don Nickerson Joins the Polk County District 
Court Bench

Don C. Nickerson
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