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Polk County Plans Fourth
Annual Adoption Saturday—
November 20, 2004—
Be a Part of It!

Adrianne, age 10, wrote this poem to welcome her new
little brother into his forever family.  

Adoption:

Feels like someone hugging you.
Tastes as sweet as ice cream.
Sounds like somebody saying, “I love you”.
Smells like fresh flowers.
Looks like someone new to love.

On Saturday, November 20, 2004, when the Polk
County Model Court hosts its Fourth Annual
Adoption Saturday, the entire  courthouse will be

dedicated to celebrating families.  In place of the usual fare
of adversity, there will be flowers, balloons, and smiles.  

“Adoption Saturday” is the brainchild of Judge Michael
Nash, Lead Model Court Judge in Los Angeles, California.  It
has developed into a national event to draw attention to the
need for children to have safe and permanent homes.  On any
given day in the United States, there are approximately
500,000 abused and neglected children in foster care.  Courts
have terminated the biological parents’ rights in many of
these cases and thousands of children are awaiting adoptive
homes.  In Des Moines, we finalize and celebrate both foster
care and private adoptions on Adoption Saturday.

The goals of  “Adoption Saturday” are:
1. To provide a family-friendly atmosphere for finalizing

Chapter 232 and 600 adoptions in private hearings;  
2. To increase awareness of the increasing need for foster

and adoptive families;
3. To educate prospective foster and adoptive parents;

Agency representatives and foster and adoptive families
will be available to talk privately with anyone
interested in learning more about  foster/ adoptive
parenting; and

4. To celebrate new forever families.
The Polk County Courthouse will open at 8:30 a.m., on

November 20, 2004, for the event.  There will be a
celebratory program from 10:30 until 11:00 a.m..  Invited
guests include Governor Tom Vilsack and First Lady Christy

PCBA General Practice 
CLE November 19

The  PCBA will host a General
Practice CLE on November 19,
2004, at the Marriott Hotel in
downtown Des Moines. Registration
is at 7:30 a.m., with the CLE
beginning at 8 a.m.  This program
will include 2 hour of ethics and 2
hours of federal continuing legal
education.  For Polk County Bar members, cost is $25 for
the materials, and registration without the materials is free.
See the registration form included on the back page of this
newsletter.
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Polk County Fourth Annual
Adoption Saturday:
November 20, 2004...(Cont.)

Vilsack, Senator Charles Grassley, Senator Tom Harkin, and
Commissioner of the Iowa Department of Human Services,
Kevin Concannon. There also will be information booths,
family portrait photography, and free refreshments.  The
public is cordially invited to attend.

Judges, lawyers, court reporters, clerks of court, court
attendants, CASA’s, social workers, JCO’s, and many others
generously volunteer their time to assure the success of this
event.  Among the judges who participate are judges who
speak some Spanish and Russian, making the proceedings
especially memorable for children who speak these
languages.

Attorneys for families who are interested in finalizing
adoptions at this event should contact Associate Juvenile
Judge Connie Cohen at (515) 286-3037 for more information.
Other questions can also be directed either to Judge Cohen or
Leslie Shumate, Assistant District Court Administrator, at
(515) 286-3184.  

Ceremony To Honor Past
Iowa Women Judges on
November 18

On November 18 at 4:30 p.m., there will be a ceremony
to honor past Iowa women judges at the Judicial Branch
Building in Des Moines.  Portraits of Iowa's early women
judges will be unveiled.  This event is sponsored by the
American Judicature Society.  Several other states have
sponsored similar projects, including Wisconsin and
California.

NEWS FOR NEWSLETTER WANTED

Anyone wanting to submit news items for the PCBA
Newsletter, or wanting to serve on the Newsletter
Committee,  should contact Newsletter Committee Co-
Chair Lu Ann White (lawhite@hbr-law.com) at Hanson,
Bjork & Russell, L.L.P., 405 6th Ave., Suite 1300, Des
Moines, Iowa  50309-2413 (telephone: 244-0177)(fax:
244-8258), Co-Chair Beth Baldwin, District Court
Administrator, (telephone: 286-3083) (fax: 286-2141)
(Beth.Baldwin@jb.state.ia.us), or contact Carol Burdette
(cburdett@dwx.com) at 243-3904. 

Contributors to Newsletter
Contributors to the newsletter include President Connie
Diekema, Beth Baldwin, Lu Ann White, Jacob Bylund,
Associate Juvenile Judge Constance Cohen, Michael
Piper,  Colin Witt, and Executive Director Carol
Burdette. 

Polk County Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division Re-
established

Agroup of Polk County lawyers has re-established
the Polk County Bar Young Lawyers Division
(PCBA/YLD). The purpose of the PCBA/YLD is to

provide young lawyers in Polk County with an opportunity
to make connections through social events and community
involvement and foster the professional development of its
members. 

The group is affiliated with both the Polk County Bar
Association and the Young Lawyers Division of the Iowa
State Bar Association. While in its initial stages of
development, the PCBA/YLD has received funding from
the PCBA and will receive funding from the YLD for the
2004-05 bar year. 

With the support of the PCBA, the PCBA/YLD held
its first event in June. Since this first event, the PCBA/YLD
has held an event each month. These social events are a key
element of the group and a social event will be held each
month. Creating a venue for young lawyers to meet, share
ideas, and establish relationships is one goal of the
PCBA/YLD. The group also plans to begin organizing
luncheon meetings focusing on professional development
issues.  The PCBA/YLD hopes to foster the professional
development goals of its members through these meetings.

In the future, the PCBA/YLD would like to engage in
community service activities. In addition to the development
of its own programs, the PCBA/YLD will facilitate and
encourage its members to increase participation in the
established programs of other bar association and civic
groups such as the ISBA mock trial program, the YLD state
fair trial by jury program and the United Way Emerging
Leaders Program.

The PCBA/YLD is led by an interim committee
including Anita Dhar of Grefe & Sidney PLC (Committee
Chair), Jeffry Clayton of Smith Schneider Stiles &
Serangeli, P.C., Matthew  McDermott of the Belin Law
Firm, Heather Palmer of Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors &
Roberts, P.C., and Jacob Bylund and Christopher McDonald
of Faegre and Benson LLP. Watch for notices from the
PCBA regarding upcoming PCBA/YLD events. For more
information about becoming involved in the PCBA/YLD,
contact Anita Dhar at ADhar@grefesidney.com.



DISTRICT COURT BENCH: 

Criminal Bench:
Artis Reis Criminal #1 Courtroom 204
Joel D. Novak Criminal Trial Courtroom 209A
Don C. Nickerson Criminal Trial Courtroom 208
Glenn E. Pille, Assistant Chief Judge Drug Docket Courtroom 207

Domestic Family Law Bench:
Arthur E. Gamble, Chief Judge Courtroom 413
Carla T. Schemmel Courtroom 412

Juvenile Court Bench:
Robert Hanson Courtroom 202B

General Trial Bench:
Donna Paulsen, Jury Judge Courtroom 307
Robert J. Blink Courtroom 314
Richard G. Blane Courtroom 302
Michael D. Huppert Courtroom 308
Robert A. Hutchison Courtroom 310 
Eliza J. Ovrom Courtroom  313
Karen A. Romano Courtroom  405
Scott Rosenberg Courtroom 404
Douglas F. Staskal Courtroom 305
DJ Stovall Courtroom 306

DISTRICT ASSOCIATE COURT:

January 14 through June 25, 2005:
Odell G. McGhee Criminal #1 – Driver’s Court, Courtroom 202A
James D. Birkenholz Criminal #2 – Indictables, Courtroom 211
Cynthia M. Moisan Criminal #3 – Probation, Courtroom 109
Louise M. Jacobs Criminal #4 – Jail Court
Carol L. Coppola Criminal #5 – Traffic/Simple Misd., Courtroom 102
William A. Price Small Claims #1 – Courtroom 108
Gregory D. Brandt Small Claims #2 – Courtroom 113
Joe E. Smith Small Claims #3 – Courtroom 112
Carol S. Egly Juvenile #3 – Courtroom 210

June 25 through December 31, 2005:
Louise M. Jacobs Criminal #1 – Driver’s Court, Courtroom 202A
William A. Price Criminal #2 – Indictables, Courtroom 211
Odell G. McGhee Criminal #3 – Probation, Courtroom 109
Joe E. Smith Criminal #4 – Jail Court
Gregory D. Brandt Criminal #5 – Traffic/Simple Misd., Courtroom 102
Cynthia M. Moisan Small Claims #1 – Courtroom 108
James D. Birkenholz Small Claims #2 – Courtroom 113
Carol L. Coppola Small Claims #3 – Courtroom 112
Carol S. Egly Juvenile #3 – Courtroom 210

2005 Polk County Judicial Assignments



Update from the U.S. District Court in Des Moines

The Des Moines Choral Society announces its 2004-
2005 season, celebrating its 25th anniversary

year.  
Friday, December 10, 2004, 8:00 p.m. 
"Christmas with the Choral Society" 
First Christian Church, 25th & University, 
Des Moines

This inspirational Christmas concert will
feature the stirring Rutter “Gloria” with brass 
and organ accompaniment, Pergolesi's majestic
“Magnificat,” Pinkham's “Christmas Cantata,”
Bach's motet  “Lobet den Herrn,” and a variety 
of lovely Christmas carols, including an original
carol by Alf Houkom, commissioned especially for
the Choral Society's 25th anniversary season. The
audience will have a chance to sing a few carols as well.
To celebrate the 25th Anniversary Season, the Choral Society
will host a silent auction in conjunction with the concert and a
special reception following the concert.
Friday, February 18, 2005, 8:00 p.m.  
"Liberty & Justice For All"
Plymouth Church, 4126 Ingersoll Avenue, Des Moines 

This concert will offer a musical celebration of the Civil
Rights movement and Iowans' role in that struggle, including an
original script by local playwright Cynthia Mercati, author of
more than 20 published plays. 

In its 25th anniversary season, the Des Moines Choral
Society shares a milestone with several events -- the 50th

anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education decision
ordering the end of racial segregation in our nation’s schools; the
50th anniversary of the Des Moines Human Rights Commission,
which works to end discrimination in employment, housing and
public places; the 40th Anniversary of the U.S. Civil Rights Act;
and the 40th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act.  Iowa was in
the thick of the national movement in the late 1940s when Edna

Griffin led a series of sit-ins and pickets at Katz Drug
Store in Des Moines because of the store’s refusal

to serve black people. This and other Iowa stories
of struggle and trailblazing will be told.  The
February 2005 concert will combine narration
and choral works to tell a powerful story of a
movement whose message is ever
meaningful. 

These stories will provide a vivid
backdrop to choral music that will extend the
message.  The music will be chosen from a

vast repertoire of choices of protest music,
spirituals, folk songs, and contemporary

statements on the struggle. The Choral Society
plans to collaborate with the prominent Des Moines

Corinthian Baptist Church. Dramatic performances by
Maureen Korte, Director of Special Projects and Programming
for the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs, and Ruth Ann
Gaines, nationally recognized drama teacher at East High
School, will provide an enlightening and entertaining evening.  
Friday, May 6, 2005, 8:00 p.m.
"A Celebration of Singing"
First Baptist Church, 8250 NW 62nd Avenue, Johnston

This concert offers a glorious presentation of sacred and
secular choral music, including Carissimi’s “Jepthe” and
compositions by Britten, Brahms and others. 

Single tickets for each concert are $20 for preferred seating,
$12 for regular seating, and $6  for students.  Season tickets are
$50 for preferred seating, $30 for regular seating, and $15 for
students.  To reserve tickets, call 515 273-5255, or click on
www.dmchoral.org, or e-mail dmcs@dmchoral.org.  

Several local attorneys sing with the Choral Society or serve
as board members, or both.  They are Lu Ann White, Emily
Gould Chafa, Deborah Svec Carstens, Cecil Goetsch, Jim
Fowler, and Miki McGovern.

Des Moines Choral Society Announces Its 25th Season

The United States District Court for the Southern District
of Iowa is moving to a new automated case management
and electronic docketing system (CM/ECF).  The system

was put into place on October 1, 2004.  Beginning November 1,
2004, attorneys practicing in the Southern District will file
matters electronically from office, home, or anywhere, with
Internet access 24 hours a day.  Attorneys will receive e-mail
notice of case activity, and will have the ability to download and
print documents directly from the court system.  While existing
document filing fees will apply, there will be no added fees for
filing documents over the Internet.

Training is offered.  It is a 3.5 hour hands-on training course
at the federal courthouse in Des Moines.  CLE credit will be
issued.  Both beginning training and additional training is
available. Those who have gone through training for the
Northern District need to go through it for the Southern District
as well as there are some differences.  Schedules and
information on how to enroll are available at
http://www.iasd.uscourts.gov/iasd/cmecf.nsf/main/page.

Training is required in order to obtain a password and user
name.  Electronic filing will be mandatory, although no set
deadline for that had been set by the Southern District as of the
date of the writing of this article.  

The United States District Court for the Northern District of
Iowa recently had an upgrade of their CM/ECF system that has
been in use for some time.  One new piece is that it is now
possible for attorneys to open their own civil cases.  Another
important development is that as of October 1, 2004, it is now
mandatory for attorneys to file pleadings in the Northern District
only by e-filing.  Sanction fees of $25.00 per document will be
assessed for documents filed in paper form.

Finally, the Southern District of Iowa on September 22,
2004, honored  the service of Deputy Clerks Nancy Adams,
Shirley Dooley, Shirley Erickson, and John Sunnins with  a
special ceremony. October 1, 2004, was the last day for all four.
All had long and distinguished careers in service to the Court
and those that come before it, and all will be missed.



Iowa’s Interpreters and Translators Get New Rules, Association
By Michael J. Piper

Iowa’s immigrant population is growing daily, and for
anyone who provides legal services to LEP (Limited
English Proficient) or NEP (Non-English Proficient) clients,

several recent events will help to ensure the quality of language
services needed for effective communication.

Iowa Interpreters and Translators Association, Inc.

On March 31, 2004, the Iowa Interpreters and Translators
Association, Inc. (IITA) was incorporated as an Iowa non-profit
organization. The Association, which boasts over 50 members,
is dedicated to serving Iowa’s linguistically diverse community
through education, training, and promotion of the translation and
interpreting professions.

IITA has already been active in the short time since its
formation. In addition to a medical interpreting skills workshop
held in May, IITA sponsored internationally-known trainer Holly
Mikkelson to give a workshop on Judicial Interpreting Skills
and a seminar for Judicial Interpreting Trainers in Des Moines
in June. The Association is recognized by the American
Translators Association (ATA) as an affiliate organization, and
in September IITA hosted the first-ever sitting of the ATA
Translation Certification Exam at the University of Northern
Iowa in Cedar Falls.

IITA has also been active in the training process for
judiciary interpreters in preparation of the new Code of
Professional Conduct for Judicial Branch Interpreters. Board
members Patricia Hillock and Michael Piper led the two-hour
review session on the Code in September and October. Hillock
and Piper will also be on the teaching staff of the Iowa Court
Interpreters Orientation Workshop in Des Moines in late
October. More information on IITA can be requested at
info@iitanet.org.

Iowa Court Rules for Court Interpreters

The Iowa Supreme Court has adopted new Court Rules
(Chapters 14 and 15) for Court Interpreters that take effect
November 1, 2004. Under the new rules, interpreters must abide
by the Code of Professional Conduct for Judicial Branch
Interpreters (Chapter 15 of the Iowa Court Rules). Judges must
appoint a certified court interpreter if one is reasonably
available; otherwise a judge must appoint a non-certified
interpreter who is listed on the Statewide Roster of Court
Interpreters, if one is reasonably available.

Requirements for being listed on the Statewide Roster of
Court Interpreters include: (a) passing a test on the Code of
Professional Conduct, and (b) attending a Court Interpreter
Orientation Program approved by the State Court Administrator.
The State is working toward providing certification exams (in
Spanish and other languages) by 2006. In the meantime, the

following certifications are recognized: Federal Court Interpreter
Certification, certification through a member-state of the
Consortium for State Court Interpreter Certification (e.g.,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri, Nebraska), and certification
through the National Association of Judiciary Interpreters and
Translators (NAJIT). Complete information on the new Iowa
Court Rules for Interpreters can be found at:
http://www.judicial.state.ia.us/district/court_interpreters/.

Iowa Division of Latino Affairs

During the last session of the Iowa General Assembly,
legislation was passed and signed into law enabling the Iowa
Division of Latino Affairs to “[a]dopt rules, with stakeholder
input . . . to develop a mechanism to ensure the qualifications of
Spanish language interpreters and maintain and provide a list of
those deemed qualified to Iowa courts, administrative agencies,
social service agencies, and health agencies, as requested.”
HF2441.

A forum of over 200 people from 32 Iowa communities met
in Des Moines on July 1 and 2 to give input on the new law,
which will be taken into consideration by a committee for the
drafting of administrative rules. For more information on the
new law, go to:
http://www.state.ia.us/government/dhr/la/Resources(new)/
publications/July%209,%202004.html.

Conclusion

U.S. Census data shows over 160,000 speakers of languages
other than English in Iowa, the largest group of which is
Spanish, with almost 80,000 speakers. Other languages with
regular interpreting needs include Bosnian, Vietnamese, Arabic,
Laotian, Chinese, Korean and Nuer (Sudan). Equal access to
justice requires LEPs and NEPs to be on equal footing with
English-speaking parties in our court system and administrative
agencies. Iowa’s new legislation, court rules, and professional
association of interpreters and translators are good steps in the
right direction toward achieving this goal.

About the Author

Michael J. Piper (B.A. and M.A., University of Northern
Iowa; M.L. and A.B.D., El Colegio de México) interprets
between English and Spanish for the U.S. District Court in Des
Moines, Iowa. Currently the President of the Iowa Interpreters
and Translators Association, Piper worked in Mexico for over
10 years as a linguist/translator, and has taught at universities in
the U.S., Mexico and Venezuela. He is an ATA-certified
translator (English>Spanish), and has done simultaneous
conference interpreting on 5 continents. He can be reached at
president@iitanet.org.



On Monday, October 11, 2004, the hallways of the Polk
County Courthouse were silent due to the temporary lay
off of all court staff. No court was in session, the doors

to the Clerk of Court’s office were locked and the lights were
out. The south public entrance to the courthouse was closed.
This unfortunate state of affairs is a direct result of a statewide
judicial branch response to budget deficits for fiscal year 2005.
The remaining temporary lay off days are scheduled for: Friday,
November 12, 2004; Friday, December 10, 2004; Friday,
January 28, 2005; Monday, February 21, 2005; Friday, March
25, 2005; Friday, April 22, 2005; and Friday, May 27, 2005. The
courts and clerk’s offices were also previously closed on August
20 and September 17. 

All non-judicial employees including clerks and staff, court
administrators, case coordinators, court attendants and court
reporters have been temporarily laid off on these closure days.
The temporary layoff days are the result of a lack of state
funding for the court system, an approximate $5 deficit for
FY04. Because of the absence of support staff, judges will only
be available for emergency matters on the closure dates and will
not be signing any other orders. There will be no trials or
hearings held on the temporary lay off days in the Fifth Judicial
District. Judges will be working on rulings in chambers without
support staff. 

In an effort to avoid additional closure days and further trim
the tight budget, the travel of judges and court reporters is also
being severely restricted because of the budget cuts. A forty (40)

percent reduction in travel expenditures is necessary to meet the
budget. Judges of the Fifth Judicial District are being assigned to
work only in their county of residence or contiguous counties.
Non-jury trials may and are being moved from the county where
the case was filed to the county of residence of any available
judge in the district.  Cases that cannot be moved may and are
being continued as the situation warrants. This is a sad state of
affairs for our judicial system. Continuances had been a very
rare occurrence in the Fifth Judicial District until August 2004.
“I can count on one hand the number of cases in our district that
we had to continue in the past five years due to lack of a judge
or other resources, “ recalled District Court Administrator
Elizabeth Baldwin recently, “This is no longer the case with the
severe budget restrictions on travel expenses.” 

Fifth Judicial District Chief Judge Arthur E. Gamble said,
“The lack of state funding of the judicial branch budget requires
temporary layoffs, office closures and travel restrictions that
reduce public access to the courts and disrupt the delivery of
justice to Iowans.  These budget-cutting measures will inevitably
delay trials and hearings resulting in a backlog of cases.
Regrettably, the judicial branch cannot continue to operate full
service courts without full funding of the judiciary.”  

We ask for your patience on the closure days and with
resulting delays in scheduling and docketing. The closure days
are severely stretching resources at the courthouses. Your
support is greatly needed for increased funding of the Judicial
Branch as the upcoming 2005 Legislative Session approaches. 

Court Closures and Temporary Leave Days for Court Staff

President’s Letter

Here we go—another year of projects, events and happenings for the Polk County Bar
Association!  I am honored to act as President this year, I hope that we can continue to
have an active bar association.  We are planning on continuing several of our

projects, and I am hopeful that our committees will also come up with some new ideas.  As
you may have heard, due to some resourceful and active young members, we have
resurrected the Polk County Young Lawyers Division.  If you have not received the e-
mail notices of events, please let Carol Burdette know.  I am very thankful to Jeff
Clayton, Aaron Oliver, and Anita Dhar for taking the lead for the young lawyers.  

We will, of course, be continuing our monthly luncheons, I am hopeful that some
of our “senior” lawyers will start to invite along some of the younger lawyers in their
firms or with whom they are acquainted. The lunches are another great opportunity for
lawyers of all ages to meet in a collegial setting.   While I am clearly cognizant of the
need for billable hours, I truly feel that we become better and more effective lawyers
when we take the opportunity to meet and share with our colleagues.

There is still time (there is always time) to become involved in PCBA by joining a
committee.  Just let me know where your interests lie and we’ll make sure you get involved.
Please feel free to contact me with your questions and concerns about PCBA.  

Hope to see you soon,

Connie Diekema 

cdiekema@finleylaw.com



Drake Law School First-Year Trial Practicum
February 14 – 18, 2005
Volunteers Needed as Small Group Discussion Leaders 
Civil & Criminal Cases Needed

We again need your help!  For the past seven years, in
collaboration with the state and federal courts, every
1L student at Drake has observed an entire jury trial

in our on-campus Court Room at the Smith Law Center, 2400
University Avenue. This educational program, unique in all of
legal education, was recognized in the “Innovative Education”
feature of the September 2004 issue of Syllabus, the magazine
of the ABA Section on Legal Education & Admission to the
Bar. The support and volunteerism of the Bench and Bar have
been critical to the success of the Trial Practicum. We again
need your help both to obtain volunteer commitments from
twenty-five or so attorneys to serve as small group discussion
leaders during the Trial Practicum week and to identify cases
for possible inclusion in the Trial Practicum. 

Small Group Leaders. The Small Group discussions are a
key component of this educational experience. One hour each
day is allocated to the small group discussions, immediately
after the conclusion of the day's proceedings. However, small
group leaders need to be generally present throughout the trial
in order to lead discussion and answer questions about the trial.
We anticipate the trial will take 3-5 days to complete. This
represents a major time commitment. Our goal is to recruit
twenty-eight attorneys so we can pair group leaders, ensuring at
least one leader will be present at all times.   

The group leader should have some litigation experience,
but the ability to engage a dozen students in a conversation
about the trial is more important.  It is important to remember
these are 1L students.  This is their first trial.  They have not

studied Evidence or Trial Advocacy. Their questions will range
from elementary to sophisticated. The group leader does not
prepare a lecture. The leader’s role is to engage the students in
a discussion of the testimony and evidence presented and the
roles of the attorneys, judge, and jury, and to answer questions
from students. It is not expected that the group leader have
expertise in the subject matter of the case. Group leaders will
be provided the key case documents and pleadings in advance
and a summary of the relevant law.

This is a great opportunity for you to teach. The seminar
setting is ideal. You'll not find more enthusiastic students. 

Possible Cases. We also ask your assistance to help us
identify criminal and civil cases for possible inclusion in this
year’s Trial Practicum, the week of February 14 -18, 2005. We
are looking for cases that are unlikely to settle and that can be
tried in one week or less. We prefer cases that have a subject
matter tie to 1L courses (torts, contracts, criminal law, etc.).
We seek cases that present interesting legal or factual issues;
however, we prefer typical cases over the sensational. The case
need not be scheduled for trial on February 14. With the
consent of the parties, the District Court can move a trial
currently scheduled in December, January, or February, to the
February 14 date.

You can contact me at 271-1806 (DD) or by e-mail at
russell.lovell@drake.edu.   

Russell Lovell, Associate Dean, Drake University Law School  

Clerk’s Corner

The Clerk’s Office has been busy and we’re glad to be over the summer vacation hump.  Being short-staffed and having
furlough days have put us behind in work.  Additionally, our filings are up approximately 13% over last year.  We have
recently begun filling vacancies and are hopeful we will be back to timely processing within a month or so.  Until then,

please bear with us.
We are currently involved with testing a new version of our computer system (ICIS2).  Due to funding restrictions,

implementation is being phased in over the next several years.  Traffic citations and case initiation are being utilized now;
financial management is currently being tested and will soon be in production.  Hardware issues have been a problem, but the
applications work well and will help reduce processing time.  A payment center is also being planned. No definite time frame
is available, due to the uncertainty of moving departments and budget constraints.

In the past Polk County (as well as other counties) has been fairly lax with subpoena procedures.  We have discontinued
the practice of giving out large quantities to be on hand in law offices.  Please be sure subpoenas are only being used for
actions pending before the court pursuant to Iowa Code 622.63.

If there are questions or concerns about the office, please contact me at 286-3778.  

Lois Leary, Clerk of the District Court for Polk County



There is still time to join a committee. If you are
interested, contact the committee chair. The
committee chairs for 2004-2005 are:

Bench & Bar
Jennifer Gerrish-Lampe
James Law Firm 
604 Locust St., Ste. 630
Des Moines IA 50309-3719
243-1237
Jennifer@jameslawfirm.com

Thomas Levis
Brick, Gentry, Bowers, swartz, Stoltze, Schuling &
Levis, P.C.
550 39th St., Ste. 200
Des Moines, IA 50312-3529
274-1450
tom.levis@brickgentrylaw.com

CLE
Guy Cook
Grefe & Sidney P.L.C.
2222 Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50309
245-4300
gcook@grefesidney.com

Ethics
Patricia Shoff
Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & Roberts, P.C.
666 Walnut St., Ste. 2500
Des Moines IA 50309-3904
288-2500
patshoff@lawaiowa.com

Family Law
Robert Laden
Laden & Pearson, P.C.
3231 E. Euclid Ave., Ste. 300
Des Moines, IA 50317 
266-6000
bob@ladenpearsonlaw.com

Tim Pearson
Laden & Pearson, P.C.
3231 E. Euclid Ave., Ste. 300
Des Moines, IA 50317 

266-6000
pearsontlp@aol.com

Fee Arbitration
James Sayre
James Sayre, P.C.
13375 University Ave., Ste. 101
Clive, IA 50325 
457-7086
jhs1@uswest.net

Judicial Liaison
Hon. Robert Hanson
Polk County Courthouse
500 Mulberry St.
Des Moines, IA 50309
286-3846 
robert.hanson@jb.state.ia.us

Law Day
Emily Gould Chafa
City Hall, Legal Department
400 Robert D. Ray Drive
Des Moines, IA 50309-1891
283-4530
ebchafa@dmgov.org

Law Day
Kristin Collinson
Social Security Administration
4400 Westown Parkway, Ste. 300
West Des Moines, IA 50266 
223-5038
mackiekac@aol.com

Membership
Catherine Cownie
Brown, Winick, Graves, gross, Baskerville &
Schoenebaum
666 Grand Ave., Ste. 2000
Des Moines, IA 50309
242-2400
cownie@ialawyers.com

Membership
Jason Stone
Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & Roberts, P.C.
666 Walnut St., Ste. 2500

PCBA COMMITTEE CHAIRS FOR 2004-2005



PCBA COMMITTEE CHAIRS FOR 2004-2005, cont’d...

Des Moines, IA 50309-3904
288-2500
Jason.stone@lawiowa.com

Newsletter
Lu Ann White
Hanson, Bjork & Russell, L.L.P.
405 6th Ave., Ste. 1300
Des Moines, IA 50309 -2413
244-0177
lawhite@hbr-law.com

Newsletter
Beth Baldwin
Court Administrator
Polk County Courthouse
500 Mulberry St.
Des Moines, IA 50309
286-3083
beth.baldwin@jb.state.ia.us

Publicity/PR
Stephanie Marett
Nyemaster, Goode, Voigts, West, Hansell &
O’Brien
700 Walnut St., Ste. 1600
Des Moines, IA
283-3100
sim@nyemaster.com

Publicity/PR
Steve Serck
Ahlers, Cooney, Dorweiler, Haynie, Smith &
Allbee,  P.C.
100 Court Ave., Ste. 600
Des Moines, IA 50309-2200
246-0333
sserck@ahlerslaw.com

Real Estate
Jerry Alt
Finley, Alt, Smith, Scharnberg, Craig, Hilmes &
Gaffney, P.C.
699 Walnut St., Suite 1900
Des Moines, IA 50309
288-0145
Jalt@finley.com

Real Estate
Mark Hanson
Whitfield & Eddy, P.L.C.
317 6th Ave., Ste. 1200
Des Moines, IA 50309-4195
288-6041
hanson@whitfieldlaw.com

Social
Lora McCollom
Gonzalez, Saggio & Harlan, L.L.P.
1501 42nd St., Ste. 465
West Des Moines, IA 50266-1090
453-8509
lora_mccollom@gshllp.com

Social
Kimberly Knoshaug
Lewis, Webster, Johnson & Van Winkle, L.L.P.
418 6th Ave., Ste. 620
Des Moines, IA 50309-2407
243-1000
kpk@lewislaw-ia.com

Special Projects
Kami Lange
Finley, Alt, Smith, Scharnberg, Craig, Hilmes &
Gaffney, P.C.
699 Walnut St., Suite 1900
Des Moines, IA 50309
288-0145
klang@finleylaw.com

Special Projects
Christy Cownie
Mercy Medical Center
1055 5th Ave., Ste. 103
Des Moines, IA 50314
643-8334
ccownie@mercydesmoines.org

YLD Liaison
Anita Dhar
Grefe & Sidney, P.L.C.
2222 Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50309
245-4300
adhar@grefesidney.com



The Polk County Bar Association will hold a CLE on Thursday December 2, 2004, at the Drake Legal
Clinic, 24th & University, Des Moines. This CLE is free for all current PCBA members and is for  3 total

hrs. CLE credit, including  2 hours of Ethics (approval pending). The program is as follows:

December 2nd, 2004
7:00 - 8:30 a.m. Panel Discussion with Diane Dornburg J.D. & Lora McCollom J.D.:

Joint Physical Care Procedures

8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Lisa Ellis, Firm Administrator - Belin, Lamson, McCormick, Zumbach, Flynn:
Filing Systems for Paper & Electronic Files

2 1/2 hrs. CLE, approval pending

If you have not registered yet, please do so right away by using the below form or by calling 280-9571 (Fax
244-8845).  This CLE Program is sponsored by the Polk County Bar Association,  Drake Law School Career
Development & Iowa Association of Legal Administrators.
Funding for this program was provided by an ABA grant for Solo/Small Firm Projects.

Please register me for the following CLE:

■■ December 2, 2004

Free for Polk County Bar Association Members  

■■ I am a current Polk County Bar Member

■■ I am interested in becoming a member or renewing my membership.

Return form to Polk County Bar Association, 521 E. Locust St., Ste. 302, Des Moines, IA 50309

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Firm: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State: ________________________ Zip: _______________________

Phone number: _______________ E-mail address: ______________________________________________



PRESIDENT

Connie L. Diekema
Finley, Alt, Smith, Scharnberg, Craig,
Hilmes & Gaffney PC
699 Walnut St., Suite 1900
Des Moines, IA 50309-3721
288-0145
cdiekema@finleylaw.com

PRESIDENT ELECT

Guy R. Cook
Grefe & Sidney P.L.C.
P.O. Box 10434
Des Moines, IA 50306
245-4300
gcook@grefesidney.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Eric F. Turner
Turner Law Offices
1200 Grand Ave.
West Des Moines, IA 50265
245-9509
attorneys@turnerlaw.com

SECRETARY

Alice E. Helle
Brown, Winick, Graves, Gross,
Baskerville & Schoenebaum, PLC
666 Grand Ave., Ste. 2000
Des Moines, IA 50309
242-2400
helle@ialawyers.com

TREASURER

Edward E. Johnson
Bradshaw, Fowler, Proctor & 
Fairgrave, P.C.
801 Grand Ave. Ste. 3700
Des Moines, IA 50309-8006
246-5835
johnson.edward@bradshawlaw.com

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Frank J Carroll
Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & 
Roberts, P.C.
666 Walnut St. Ste. 2500
Des Moines, IA 50309-3904
288-2500
frank.carroll@lawiowa.com

Jane Lorentzen
Hopkins & Huebner, P.C.
2700 Grand Ave. Ste. 111
Des Moines, IA 50312-5215
244-0111
jlorentz@hopkinsandhuebner.com

Board of Directors for 2004-2005
Joseph G. Van Winkle
Lewis, Webster, Johnson & Van Winkle
418 6th Ave., Ste. 620
Des Moines, IA 50309
243-1000
jvw@lewislaw-ia.com

Paul R. Tyler
Dickinson, Mackaman, Tyler & 
Hagen, PC
699 Walnut, Suite 1600
Des Moines, IA 50309-3986
244-2600
ptyler@dickinsonlaw.com

Michelle A. McGovern
c/o IWD-DWC
1000 E. Grand Ave
Des Moines, IA 50319-1007
281-6620
Michelle.McGovern@iwd.state.ia.us

Susan A. Low
City Legal Department
311 42nd St.
Des Moines, IA 50312-2811
283-4072
salow@dmgov.org

Elizabeth G. Kennedy
Ahlers, Cooney, Dorweiler, Haynie,
Smith & Allbee, P.C.
100 Court Ave. Ste 600
Des Moines, IA 50309-2200
243-7611
ekennedy@ahlerslaw.com

Mark V. Hanson
Whitfield & Eddy, P.L.C.
317 6th Ave. Ste. 1200
Des Moines, IA 50309-4195
288-6041
hanson@whitfieldlaw.com

Sara J. Sersland
Nyemaster, Goode, Voigts, West, Hansell
& O'Brien
700 Walnut St. Ste 1600
Des Moines, IA 50309-3800
283-3155
sjs@nyemaster.com

Michael L. McEnroe
McEnroe, McCarthy & Gotsdiner
1701 48th St., Ste. 100
West Des Moines, IA 50266
267-9000
mmcenroe@dwx.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scott M. Brennan
Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & Roberts,
P.C.
666 Walnut St. Ste. 2500
Des Moines, IA 50309-3904
288-2500
scott.brennan@lawiowa.com

Ruth H. Cooperrider
Ombudsman Office
1112 E. Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50319
281-3712
ruth.cooperrider@legis.state.ia.us

Michael A. Dee
Brown, Winick, Graves, Gross,
Baskerville & Schoenebaum, PLC
666 Grand Ave. Ste. 2000
Des Moines, IA 50309
242-2475
mdee@ialawyers.com

Mark D Hansing
McKee, Vorhees & Sease, P.L.C.
801 Grand Ave. Ste 3200
Des Moines, IA 50309-8003
288-3667
hansing@ipmvs.com

Jennifer Gerrish Lampe
James Law Firm
604 Locust St. Ste 630
Des Moines, IA 50309-3719
243-1237
jennifer@jameslawfirm.com

Lora L. McCollom
Gonzalez, Saggio & Harlan, L.L.P.
1501 42nd St., Ste. 465
West Des Moines, IA 50266-1090
453-8509
lora_mccollom@gshllp.com



Volunteer Attorneys Participate in Latino Community Project

The Polk County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers
Project is participating in a Latino Community Outreach
Program.  This clinic will be staffed by volunteer

attorneys along with various community agencies, including the
Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Visiting Nurse
Services, Employee and Family Resources, and Hispanic
Educational Resources.   We hope to have approximately 10
attorneys attending the clinic who will be available to offer legal
advice in family law, domestic violence, landlord/tenant,
consumer, tax, immigration, and criminal matters.  For
volunteers who cannot speak Spanish there will be interpreters.  

If the legal problems that are discussed at the clinic cannot
be resolved with advice, or the clinic volunteer is unavailable to

provide additional representation, the PCBA VLP will try to
locate an attorney who will volunteer to provide further
representation in some types of cases.   

The first clinic will be held on Monday, October 25th, from
6:30p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at the Visitation Parish Worship Center,
1275 E. 9th, Des Moines, Iowa.   Upcoming clinics are
scheduled for Monday, November 22nd, Monday, December
20th and Monday, January 24th.  Please help make this project a
success by volunteering an evening of your time.   If you are
interested in helping with this clinic, or would like more
information, please contact Carol Burdette at 243-3904 or
cburdett@dwx.com.  

Dear Polk County Bar Member:

Iowa Legal Aid and the Polk County Bar Association VLP need your help with assisting low-income taxpayers.  We need
volunteers to help in preparing tax returns for working poor families and individuals who can claim the Earned Income Tax Credit.
We also need volunteers to assist people who are in “controversies” with the IRS, including those who need to file amended returns
to claim the EITC or have received notices regarding their tax returns. Potential clients include our must vulnerable residents, such
as immigrants and others for whom English is a second language.

While we always can use your help for tax matters,  Iowa Legal Aid, along with the Polk County Bar Association Volunteer
Lawyers Project, is now coordinating a special project with the Des Moines Tax Credit and Asset-Building Coalition.   Volunteer
attorneys, CPAs and other interested persons are vital to this project.   Without it, many working poor families would use high cost
tax products, including refund anticipation loans, or would not even file for the EITC.  In the past, this project has helped return $1.7
million dollars in tax refunds to low-income residents of the city of Des Moines.

Expertise in tax law is not needed.   Those volunteers who need training can take up to 24 hours of tax law and 4 hours of
software classes, or take an online or home study course in lieu of classroom training.  All tax preparers and quality reviewers are
required to pass a test in order to be certified.  CPAs and enrolled agents can get CPE credit, so please let others know about this
volunteer opportunity.  Additional training information will be sent, once classes are confirmed.  The Coalition asks that all
volunteers commit to at least 20 hours over the course of tax season (January 1 - April 15).

Anyone interested in volunteering, either to help with the Coalition’s work, or for other tax projects, should contact Gail
Klearman at 515-243-1198, extension 1678 or gklearman@iowalaw.org, or Carol Burdette at 515-280-9571 or cburdett@dwx.com.
Because the Coalition needs to order materials, if you want to volunteer for the Coalition project, could you let us know by
November 15?

Thanks for considering this opportunity to help both low-income residents of our community, and the community at large, by
bringing home additional EITC dollars.

Carol Burdette Gail Klearman
Polk County Bar Association Iowa Legal Aid
Volunteer Lawyers Project

Coalition members include: ISED Ventures, IRS, City of Des Moines, DMACC, AARP, Iowa Legal Aid, HAWK-I Outreach,
FaDSS Program, Drake University, Child and Family Policy Center, Commercial Federal Bank, FannieMae, Iowa State Bank,
Bankers Trust, Social Security Administration, Iowa Department of Revenue, United Parcel Services, Making Connections/Annie E.
Casey.



Application for Committee Appointment

I request consideration for appointment to the following Committees: (see list of committees)

1) _____________________________ 2) _______________________________ 3) _______________________________

Name: ____________________________________________ Firm: ____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State: ________________________________ Zip: _______________________ Phone: _________________________

Email address: ______________________________________ Fax: ____________________________________________

I am presently serving or have served in the past on these Polk County Bar Committees:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________Signature: _________________________________________

The Polk County Bar Association invites you to join its more than 1500 members in supporting activities to benefit the Bar and
the community.  The PCBA Board and its committees are working to improve the practice of law, serve the legal needs of the
poor, and provide some fun for members!

Bench and Bar Committee – deals with issues of common interest to the Bar and Polk County District Court.  Issues may
include procedures or broader issues on the administration of justice.

CLE Committee – plans CLE seminars of the Bar.

Family Law Committee – deals with issues relating to family law, including any needed revisions in the existing family
law/juvenile justice system which can be addressed on a local level.

Fee Arbitration Committee – hears disputes between attorneys and clients, primarily regarding fees.

Ethics Committee – reviews complaints against attorneys to determine if the attorneys violated any ethical rules.  Membership
on this committee is by recommendation of the Nominating Committee (past presidents) and by election of the membership.

Law Day Committee – plans activities for the observance of Law Day.

Membership Committee – encourages and recruits attorneys for membership; develops ideas and events to promote
membership.

Newsletter Committee – publishes the PCBA newsletter “The Advocate”.

Publicity/Public Relations – publicizes the activities of the Association, educates the public as to what we do, and deal with
public relations issues.

Social Committee – plans social events for the bar.

Special Projects Committee – plans a special project to be sponsored by the Polk County Bar Association which will address
a community need.

Real Estate Committee – deals with a special range of issues involving real estate law and title standards.

Membership in a PCBA Committee gives you a unique opportunity to participate in these efforts.  Won’t you join us?

Return To:
Carol Burdette, Executive Director
Polk County Bar Association
521 E. Locust St., Suite 302
Des Moines, IA 50309



Polk County BarAssociation
512 E. Locust, Suite #302
Des Moines, IA50309-1939

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________ State: __________________________ Zip: _________________________

Phone number: ___________________ E-mail address:___________________________________________________

■■ My check for $25.00 for the materials is enclosed.

■■ Please register me for the CLE without the materials for free.

■■ I am a current Polk County Bar Association member  

■■ I am not a current member but will renew my membership at the door

Return To:

Polk County Bar Association 
521 East Locust, Ste. 302
Des Moines, IA 50309

You may also fax your registration to 244-8845 or register by E-mail to cburdett@dwx.com 

Polk County Bar Association General Practice CLE
November 19, 2004 
Downtown Des Moines Marriott Hotel.
This program will include 2 hrs. of Ethics and 2 hrs. of Federal Continuing Legal Education.


